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PLENARY SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 

The Reverend Professor Willie James Jennings 

Dr Jennings is currently Associate Professor of Systematic Theology and Africana Studies at 

Yale University Divinity School.  

Dr Jennings was born and raised in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Dr Jennings received his B.A. in 

Religion and Theological Studies from Calvin College, his M. Div from Fuller Theological 

Seminary, and his Ph.D. degree from Duke University. Dr Jennings is a systematic theologian 

teaches in the areas of theology, black church and Africana studies, as well as post-colonial and 

race theory. He is the author of The Christian Imagination: Theology and the Origins of Race 

published by Yale University Press. Dr Jennings was the recipient of the 2015 Grawemeyer 

Award in Religion for his work on race and Christianity. His recent commentary on the Book 

of Acts won the Reference Book of the Year Award, from The Academy of Parish Clergy. He is also the author of 

After Whiteness: An Education in Belonging, which won the 2020 book of the year award from Publisher’s Weekly, 

and was a finalist for the 2021 American Academy of Religion Book of the Year in the Constructive-Reflective 

Studies category. 

He served along with his wife, the Reverend Joanne L. Browne Jennings as associate ministers at the Mount Level 

Baptist Church in Durham, North Carolina, and for many years, they served together as interim pastors for several 

Presbyterian and Baptist churches in North Carolina.  

Dr Victoria Lorrimar 

Dr Lorrimar is Lecturer in Systematic Theology and Academic Dean at Trinity College 

Queensland (Australian College of Theology).  

Dr Lorrimar is originally from Perth. Her academic background prior to theology is in the 

sciences, with an undergraduate degree in genetics and biochemistry. She completed a Master 

of Divinity through the then Vose Seminary (now Morling Perth) also part of the Australian 

College of Theology. 

She first worked in the Western Australian Government in science and innovation, and then 

later in private neurodegenerative disorders research. She then completed her doctorate in 

theology at the University of Oxford, focusing on a theological anthropology for engaging questions around human 

technological enhancement. 

She currently holds a Winifred Merritt Research Fellowship with the Australian College of Theology. She is the 

author of Human Technological Enhancement and Theological Anthropology (Cambridge University Press, 2022), 

as well as various articles in the areas of theology and science, ethics, and ecclesiology.   
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                                        ANZATS 2022: FUTURE THEOLOGY CONFERENCE 

PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

  8:00 am Registration     

  8:30 am 

9:00 am 

Worship 

Welcome to Country – Pastor 

Ray Minniecon   

Open of Conference  

8:30 am Worship 8:30 am Worship 

  9:30 am Keynote 1 with Q&A: 

Rev Prof Willie Jennings 

The Mind’s Salvation – 

Reframing the journey of 

learning 

9:00 am Keynote 3 with Q&A: 

Rev Prof Willie Jennings 

The Body’s Salvation– 

Recasting the journey of 

embodiment 

9:00 am Keynote 4 with Q&A: 

Rev Prof Willie Jennings 

The Land’s Salvation – 

Reforming the journey of 

dwelling 

  10:45 am Morning Tea 10:30 am Morning Tea 10:15 am Morning Tea 

  11:15 am Keynote 2 with Q&A: 

Dr Victoria Lorrimar 

Homo Deus? Human Being & 

Technological Enhancement 

11:00 am Presidential Address 

Rev Prof Mark Lindsay, 
outgoing ANZATS President 

10:30 am Parallel Papers 6  

  12:30 pm Lunch 11:30am Parallel Papers 3 11:30 am 
Stretch Break 

  1:30 pm Parallel Papers 1 12:30 pm Lunch 11:45 pm Keynote 5 with Final Q&A: 

Dr Victoria Lorrimar  

Techno-salvation and 

Eschatology 

  3:00 pm Afternoon Tea 1:30 pm Parallel Papers 4 1:00 pm Conference End 

  3:30 pm Parallel Papers 2 3:00 pm Afternoon Tea 

  

5:00 

pm 

Welcome Reception: 

Alphacrucis 

4:30 pm Free Time 3:30 pm Parallel Papers 5   

6:00 

pm 

Worship Service: 

Alphacrucis – Prof Ben 

Myers speaking 

6:30 pm Conference Dinner 

Book Launch  

4:30 pm ANZATS AGM with 

New & Emerging Scholars 

Award 
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PARALLEL PAPERS – GENERAL INFORMATION 

Stream Colours & Abbreviations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Room Locations 

Chapel Ground floor auditorium where keynote sessions are 

held. 

G07 Ground floor next to the Chapel. 

 

201 

All rooms starting with ‘2’ are located on the 2nd floor 

and can be accessed via lift of stairwell. 

204 

205 

206 

208 

Legend: Streams 

Future Theology FT 

Church, Worship & Liturgy 

CWL 

Faith & Science FS 

Systematic Theology ST 

Issues in Practical Theology, 

Ministry & Education IPTME 

Theological Anthropology TA 

Theological Ethics TE 

New & Emerging Scholars NESA 

World Christianity & Missiology 

WCM 

Biblical Studies BS 
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Parallel 

Papers: 

Monday 4 July 

Time Chapel 

FT 

Room G07: 

FS 

Room 205: 

ST/ IPTME 

Room 201: 

TE 

Room 206: 

TA 

Room 208: 

WCM/BS 

1 

1:30p

m 
Re-locating theology to 
Aboriginal places of deep 

connection 

Ray Minniecon & Geoff 

Broughton (FT) 

Disposable bodies, disabled 

minds, and Christian hope: 

resurrection in light of 
transhumanism and 

intellectual disability 

Andrew Sloane (FS) 

‘Once More – Karl, Nelly, 

and Lollo: Listening to the 
Children’s Voices’ 

Mark Lindsay (ST) 

The Political Limits and 

Possibilities of the Eucharist 

and the Theatre: Lauren 
Winner and Thomas 

Ostermeier in Dialogue 

Liam Miller (TE) 

Being Conformed to the 

Cross: Theology, Ageing 
and Trauma 

Michael Mawson (TA) 

A person of honour or a 

woman of shame 

Susan Smith (WCM) 

2:00p

m 
Exploring Digital 

Evangelism and Digital 

Literacies for Ministry 

Aziza Green (FT) 

When Rocks and Faith 

Come Together: A 

Metapraxis of Julian 

Tenison Woods and Pierre 

Teilhard de Chardin 

Mary-Ann Casanova (FS) 

The ‘Other’ Barth-Brunner 
Debate: A Neglected 

History and Its Theological 

Legacy 
Andrew Dunstan (ST 

Let Justice Roll Down: 

Distorted Theological 

Formation, Ethics, and 

Mana Motuhake 

Jordyn Rapana & Andrew 

Picard (TE) 

Liberating theological 
anthropology: The church, 

Foucault, and the concept of 

transformation 

Steven Ogden (TA) 

‘Lived Poetics’ as a Possible 

Locus for the Future of 

World Christianity —the 

Case of a Poetic Chinese 

Theology 

Xiaoli Yang (WCM) 

2:30p

m ‘Against the Finished Man’ 

in the ‘Differentiated Body’ 
of the Church: A 

Conversation on 

Theological Identity with 
Bonhoeffer and Jennings 

Andrew Clark-Howard 

(FT) 

Metaphysics, the missing 

partner in the science and 

theology dialogue 
Neil Omerod (FS) 

An Unlikely Ally: Barth and 
Sartre in CD III/3 

Daniel Silhombing (ST) 

When Restorative Justice 

Breaks Away from 

Reconciliation 
Tom Noakes-Duncan (TE) 

Dynamic and 

Christocentric: Identity 
Formation as a Function of 

Discipleship 

Michael Bräutigam (TA) 

Mapping the Intercultural 
Future of Christianity:  The 

intersection of 

Multiculturalism, 
Ecumenism and World 

Christianity in South 

Australia 
Paul Dongwon Goh 

(WCM) 

2 

3:30p

m 

Are we in a post-secular, 
post Christian, post-

democracy, post-Western, 

post-Whiteness, climate-
change age? How can 

Christianity, given all of the 

above, navigate the 
constantly shifting ‘goal-

posts’?   

Mersina Papantoniou (FT) 

The inevitable 
Anthropocene? Human 

agency and Sabbath rest 

Mick Pope (FS) 

Is the future of theology 

graphic? Comics and 

graphic novels in 
theological perspective 

Stephen Garner (IPTME) 

Until the Spirit Comes: 

Evaluating the 
Conceptualisation of 

Creation in Pentecostal 

Ecotheologies 
John D. Griffiths (TE) 

Enhancing humans with 

CRISPR and Irenaeus of 

Lyons. What contribution 
could his theological 

anthropology make to the 

Christian ethical discussion 
of this technology? 

David Adams (TA) 

Mission as Hospitality with 
Refugees and Migrants: 

Exploring Langmead’s 

“Guests and Hosts” in 
Australian Churches Peter 

Laughlin, Darren 

Cronshaw, Stephen 

Parker, Titus 

Olorunnisola & Hanna 

Hyun (WCM) 

4:00p

m 
Which Kind of Immortality 

Are You Looking For? 

Sandra Godde (FT) 

Gender-Affirming Care 

Models: ‘Activist-driven’ or 

‘Evidence-based’? 
Maya Krayneva (FS) 

Having the Last Laugh now: 

Regaining Faith in 

Unspeakable Evil by 
Remembering Esther and 

Observing Purim as 

Christian Memory.  
Samuel Wan (IPTME) 

Uncovered Memories: The 

ethics of reading Ruth 3 in 
these lands now called 

Australia 

Rebecca Lindsay (TE) 

‘Culture before Christ’: 

Indigenous Identity as the 

Foundation for Christian 

flourishing 
Eugene Fuimaono & 

Jordyn Rapana (TA) 

Re-examining Singleness, 

Marriage & 

Eschatologically Oriented 

Devotion in 1 Corinthians 
7:29-35 

Danielle Treweek (BS) 

4:30p

m Theology’s future: 

Addressing the global crisis 
by resisting strongman 

politics 

Steven Ogden (FT) 

Consciousness, the Soul, 
and Reality 

Antonios Kaldas (FS) 

‘Ecclesiastical 

Cannibalism’: Critical 

Reflections on Newbigin’s 
Theology of Church Unity 

and Pentecostal Church 

Planting in New Zealand 
Adam Dodds (IPTME) 

‘She has lost her value’:  
Sexual Violence, Perceived 

Stigma, and Secondary 

Victimisation within Faith 
Communities 

David Tombs (TE) 

Work and Worth: The 

Human Person and Global 

Capitalism 
Christy Capper (TA) 

Some Linguistic and Social 

Observations on two Syriac 
Inscriptions from St Paul’s 

Monastery. 

Carolyn Alsen (BS) 
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Parallel 

Papers: 

Tuesday 5th 

July 

Time Chapel (3) 

Room 204 (4 & 5) 

FT/CWL 

Room G07: 

FS/IPTME 

Room 205: 

ST/IPTME 

Room 201: 

ST/ IPTME/BS 

Room 206: 

BS/ST 

Room 208: 

NESA 

3 

11:30am 

Free Out of the Ivory Tower! 

The Science–Faith 

Conversation in Schools: 
Reflection and Discussion 

Chris Mulherin, Doru 

Costache & Niccola 

Hoggard Creegan 

 (FS) 

The Paradox of Shame and 

its Value for Pastoral 

Ministry 
Helen Blake (IPTME) 

What is a context? 

Theological method and 

contextual thinking in Paul 
Tillich and Douglas John 

Hall 

Christopher John 

Magnussen (ST) 

Back to the Future: Eden, 
Canaan, and the World 

Mick Pope (BS) 

Chalcedon and the 

Plausibility of 
Conceptualism 

James Rutherford 

(NESA) 

12:00pm 

IN CHAPEL 

Teaching Future Theology  
Glen O'Brien & Arseny 

Ermakov (FT) 

Valuing Fragments: 

Applying After Whiteness 
in our Pedagogy 

Jaimee van Gemerden, 

Eugene Fuimaono, and 

Christa McKirland 

(IPTME) 

Spirit, Church, and 
Scripture:  A Theological 

Interpretation of 1 

Corinthians 
Gregory Liston (ST) 

The future of class in 

biblical studies: 

community-based 
reflections from South 

Africa 

Gerald West (BS) 

Kaleidoscopic Preaching: 

Incorporating multiple 

voices into an evangelical 
sermon 

Christine Redwood 

(NESA) 

4 

1:30pm IN ROOM 204 FROM 

HERE ONWARDS 

‘Spiritual Theology’: 

Evelyn Underhill’s lived 

experience of Veni, Sancte 
Spiritus 

Robyn Wrigley-Carr (FT) 

Theology’s Object: 
Athanasian Lessons for 

Orthodox Christianity and 

Science 
Doru Costache (FS) 

Can we discern God’s work 
in history? Providential 

pessimism in the work of 

John Milton 
Ben Myers (ST) 

The Dialectics of Place and 
Ministry Practice: Staying 

and Leaving, Roots and 

Routes, in Pastoral Practice 
Aden Cotterill (IPTME) 

The Mourning Mother: The 

Use and Abuse of Female 
Grief Experience in the 

Hebrew Bible and 

Australian Colonial History 
Barbara Deutschmann 

(BS) 

“But who do you say I 

am?”: The intersection of 

images of God, identity and 
mental wellbeing of young 

Pacific women 

Therese Lautua (NESA) 

2:00pm ‘Biblical studies & theology 

will meet: contemplation & 

imagination will kiss each 

other’ (Psalm 85:10 
borrowed): A consideration 

of the warp & weft of future 

theologies  
Sally Douglas (FT) 

The Bible Is Not A Science 

Text Book, But . . . 

Charles Bruce Riding (FS) 

Recapitulation and 

Typology: Towards a 

common understanding 
across theological 

categories 

Phillip Lock (ST) 

Conversion as ‘Creative 

Bumbling’ and Ministry 
Practices that Encourage It 

Emma Nicholls (IPTME) 

Reconsidering Aquinas' 

Theodicy on the Book of 

Job: Rehabilitating God or 
Domesticating the 

Message? 

Marshall Scott (BS) 

A future theology for 

human ageing: integrating 
the science, abandoning old 

models, & building a 

positive mindset for 
embracing an ageing life. 

David J. Hooker (NESA) 

2:30pm 

Applying Theology to the 

Process of Planning for 
Future Places 

John Brunton (FT) 

The hidden cultural 
dimension in the 

science/religion dialogue 

Nicola Hoggard-Creegan 

(FS) 

The Importance of a 
Trinitarian Spirit-

Christology for the 

Pentecostal Church 
Grant Buchanan (ST) 

Pastors’ Perceptions About 
Leadership in Ministry and 

their impact on Burnout? A 

Phenomenological Study. 
Mark Webb (IPTME) 

“There is grace on the way 

for those compelled to walk 
in darkness.” The Journey 

of Habakkuk: Participating 

in the narrative of righteous 
suffering.  

Samuel Wan (BS) 

Interpreting the Definition 

of Chalcedon 
James Rutherford 

(NESA) 

5 

3:30pm 
In a scanner darkly: 

Engaging technology 

theologically through 
science fiction 

Stephen Garner (FT) 

Thinking out Loud about 
Christian Spiritual 

Education 

Stuart Devenish (IPTME) 

 I do not think that text 

means what you think it 
means: Psalm 139, 

hermeneutics, and the ethics 

of abortion. 
Andrew Sloane (BS) 

Economic Theodicy 

Paul Oslington (ST) 
 

4:00pm 
Spiritual Hunger in the Age 
of Church Attendance 

Decline 

Maya Krayneva (CWL) 

The pneumatology of 

Kierkegaard's Anti-
Climacus and the future of 

discipleship after 

Christendom. 
Matt Aroney (IPTME) 

 The absent father and the 

rebellious son: Psalm 80:9–
19 as an extension of 

blame-fixing in the Asaph 

Psalms 
David Ray (BS) 
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Parallel Papers: 

Wednesday 6th 

July 

Time Chapel: 

CWL 

Room  G07: 

BS 

Room 205 

IPTME 

Room 201 

TE 

6 

10:30 

am 
Developing Rituals for a 

21st Century World 
Michelle Eastwood 

(CWL) 

The Politics of Blood and the 

Hope of Resurrection. The 

Birthday Celebrations of Herod 
Antipas in Eschatological 

Perspective 

Peter Bolt (BS) 

By invitation only: the 
unexpected silencing of 

the Spirit 

Rosemary Huf 

(IPTME) 

The Kingdom of God: 
Bonhoeffer’s Worldly 

Christianity for the 

Anthropocene 
Dianne Rayson (TE) 

 

11:00 

am 
Towards A Missional 

Reading of Choral 
Evensong’s ‘Ministry of 

the Word’ 

Andrew Esnouf (CWL) 

A Matter of Life and Death: 

Exploring the Conflict between 

the Holy Spirit (within Jesus) and 
Impure Spirits in the Gospel of 

Luke 

John D. Griffiths (BS) 

 

Christian Not-for-Profit 

Leadership in an 

Increasingly Secular 

Australia  
Paul Oslington 

(IPTME) 

Forgiveness and the 

newness of Christian 
ethics 

Andrew Errington 

(TE) 
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PARALLEL PAPERS 1 ABSTRACTS: MONDAY 4TH JULY 2022 

Re-locating Theology to Aboriginal Places of Deep Connection 

Ray Minniecon and Geoff Broughton,   gbroughton@csu.edu.au, Scarred Tree Ministries and CSU/St Marks 

More than a decade ago, Chris Budden challenged the location of future theologies in his book, Following Jesus in Invaded 

Spaces (2009) with the observation: The issue for theology in Australia for Second peoples is that we need to re-locate 

ourselves if we are to encounter God and do theology. We need to be located in those diverse places where Indigenous people 

sit, not simply as curious people or helping people, but as those who respect the other and seek to act with people in the pursuit 

of justice and mercy (Budden, 2009, 85) 

Minniecon and Broughton have been friends for more than two decades and collaborated in places such as Scarred Tree 

Ministries / St John’s Anglican Church Glebe, Gawura School / St Andrews Cathedral School. Minniecon has pioneered 

NAIITS in Australia whose primary focus is theological education for Indigenous Peoples. Broughton has pioneered teaching 

Aboriginal cultures and spirituality in undergraduate theological education through CSU/St Marks. In this paper, Minniecon 

and Broughton wonder how future theology might transcend churches and classrooms, schools and seminaries, by re-locating 

theologising to Aboriginal places of deep connection (Arrernte: Ultyrre): in cemeteries and around campfires, “where 

Indigenous Peoples sit” (sing, dance, yarn, teach and pray). Minniecon and Broughton renew Budden’s challenge for future 

theologians: do theology on Aboriginal land. 

Keywords: re-location, Aboriginal, indigenous, land, connection. 

Exploring Digital Evangelism and Digital Literacies for Ministry 

Aziza Green, aziza.green@gmail.com, Alphacrucis University College 

The study of online church and faith expression has been accelerated in the last two years with the catalytic pandemic forcing 

churches online en masse. The term digital ecclesiology facilitates discussion of the strategies used and motivations behind 

churches’ navigation and use of digital media. The church, however, is no longer the authority on theology and spiritual 

guidance. Technology and the rise of individualism in society have flattened traditional hierarchies. “Networked individualism” 

allows believers and spiritual seekers to find support, connection and a sense of belonging outside of a physical church 

community. This paper provides a survey of digital ecclesiology, digital evangelism and the digital literacies needed for 

ministers in the 21st Century. 

Keywords: digital ecclesiology, digital evangelism, digital literacy, networked church, online religion. 

‘Against the Finished Man’ in the ‘Differentiated Body’ of the Church: A Conversation on Theological Identity with 

Bonhoeffer and Jennings  

Andrew Clark-Howard, andrew.clarkhoward@carey.ac.nz, Charles Sturt University / Carey Baptist College 

It is commonplace for confessional Christian theology to call attention to the churchly calling and context of its practitioners. 

What is often less appreciated by such a claim is that the church lives within deformed historical conditions, for example, 

taking shape in western settler societies amidst ongoing legacies of European colonialism and its performance of whiteness. To 

this end, this paper seeks a constructive conversation between Willie Jennings and Dietrich Bonhoeffer to reflect on the 

relationship between theological identity, the church, and the conditions of whiteness. It applies Jennings’ analysis of modern 

theological education in the West to Bonhoeffer’s ecclesiology and theology of discipleship. In their respective work, both 

Jennings and Bonhoeffer describe Christian community as a concrete locale of gathering which makes up the differentiated, 

bodily presence of Jesus Christ on earth. Outlining this connection between the two theologians offers a theological assessment 

of whiteness as a condition of ecclesial malaise whereby such a differentiated community suffocates under the archetype of the 

white self-sufficient male. I then consider this ecclesiological assessment of whiteness for the future of theological identity and 

practice. Following the insights of Jennings and Bonhoeffer, white theologians, such as myself, come to see that to belong to 

the church is to be drawn into a process of bodily communion and reconciliation we do not control. Further wrestling with this 

concrete process is required to avoid abstracting or universalising theology’s claim to belong to the church amidst its historical 

entanglements with the ‘finished (white) man.’ 

Keywords: whiteness, Willie Jennings, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, ecclesiology, theological identity. 

Disposable bodies, disabled minds, and Christian hope: resurrection in light of transhumanism and intellectual 

disability 

Andrew Sloane,  andrews@morling.edu.au, Morling College, Australian College of Theology/University of Divinity 

This piece brings into critical conversation Christian resurrection hope, virtual versions of transhumanism, and intellectual 

disability. Transhumanists project a future in which we are no longer limited by biology—perhaps uploaded to a virtual world. 

This is theologically problematic, as bodily resurrection is neither required nor desirable. It is problematic for people with an 

intellectual disability given the way they would be excluded from these futures. But disability theology also sees the traditional 

doctrine of the resurrection as problematic, inasmuch as it holds out hope for healing and perfection of mind (and body), raising 

mailto:gbroughton@csu.edu.au
mailto:aziza.green@gmail.com
mailto:andrew.clarkhoward@carey.ac.nz
mailto:andrews@morling.edu.au
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questions about the value and identity of persons with intellectual disabilities. Starting with these problems, I explore the nature 

of Christian hope, noting the inadequacies of a virtual transhumanist future with respect to both resurrection faith and 

intellectual disability, and address how resurrection hope can account for issues raised in disability theology, and so properly 

include people with intellectual disabilities. 

Keywords: hope, resurrection, transhumanism, intellectual disability 

When Rocks and Faith Come Together: A Metapraxis of Julian Tenison Woods and Pierre Teilhard de Chardin 

Mary-Ann Casanova, maryanncasanova@gmail.com, California Institute of Integral Studies 

When Rocks and Faith Come Together: A Metapraxis of Julian Tenison Woods and Pierre Teilhard de Chardin is the shared 

title of my conference presentation and the dissertation I am about to submit and defend. The presentation focuses on a 

reimagination of the space between science and Christian religion. Metapraxis is used to describe a process coming together via 

metaphors of the littoral zone and the mandorla. The movement from polarities of science and religion into a unified 

harmonious third space will be discussed in tandem with Teilhard’s call for a recasting of theology to reflect realities of 

evolutionary processes and scientific insights. The presentation includes my current research on the contribution of the 

Australian Priest Scientist, Rev Julian Tenison Woods, with reference to natural theology and practices of nature mysticism. 

This will give the presentation a unique Australasian perspective. When Rocks and Faith Come Together is situated within the 

vital fields of ecology, spirituality and religion. As a student at the California Institute of Integral Studies, San Francisco, the 

presentation will take an integral approach. 

Keywords: metapraxis, Teilhard de Chardin, reimagining, integral 

Metaphysics, the missing partner in the science and theology dialogue 

Neil Ormerod, neilo@scd.edu.au, Sydney College of Divinity 

Dialogue between scientists and theologians has become increasingly common as both groups seek some reproachment from 

the hostilities initiated by fundamentalists and anti-religious scientists (e.g. Dawkins, Krauss). However, there is often a 

missing dialogue partner in the discussion, philosophy, or more precisely metaphysics. Neither scientific nor theological, 

metaphysical assumptions often remain unaddressed by either party. Perhaps it is time for metaphysics to get reinserted into the 

dialogue. 

Keywords: science; religion; metaphysics; dialogue 

‘Once More – Karl, Nelly, and Lollo: Listening to the Children’s Voices’ 

Mark R. Lindsay, mlindsay@trinity.edu.au, Trinity College Theological School, University of Divinity 

In recent years, the confronting reality of Karl Barth’s Notgemeinschaft (‘emergency community’) – his strange and 

provocative 30-year relationship with Nelly Barth and Charlotte von Kirschbaum – has cast a shadow over the reception of 

Barth’s theological work. Suzanne Selinger’s initial foray into this terrain in 1998 has been (critically) extended by Susanne 

Hennecke (2016), Stephen Plant (2019), Christiane Tietz (2019; ET 2021), and most recently, Rachel Muers (2020). Not 

surprisingly, this now well-attested aspect of Barth’s life has drawn varied responses, from scathing condemnation to more 

casuistical rationalisation. What has been almost entirely neglected, however, is any meaningful consideration of how this 

ménage-à-trois was experienced by the Barth children, two of whom – Markus, and Christoph – became theologians in their 

own right. The children’s perceptions of their parents’ marriage, their own relationships with Charlotte, and the impact of it all 

on their own development have been either ignored or assumed. In this paper, which emerges from the biography of Markus 

Barth that I am currently writing, I will attempt to bring to the fore these hitherto-silenced voices, and hopefully provide some 

nuance to our understanding of what was, in itself, a highly nuanced domestic arrangement. 

Keywords: Karl Barth, Charlotte von Kirschbaum, Nelly Barth, biography, Markus Barth, Notgemeinschaft 

The ‘Other’ Barth-Brunner Debate: A Neglected History and Its Theological Legacy 

Andrew Dunstan, andrew.dunstan@malyon.edu.au, Malyon Theological College, Australian College of Theology 

Few things captivate popular understanding of Karl Barth like the thundering ‘Nein!’ to Emil Brunner of their debate over 

theologia naturalis. After almost a century of analysis little remains of that historical episode which is not now familiar to the 

point of cliché. Yet, remarkably, historical neglect of aesthetics in theology has so far obscured an ‘other’ important historical 

dimension of the dispute. This paper shines a light on it for the first time. It shows how, excited by the missional opportunity 

created by the demise of established belief and rise of extremist alternatives in Europe triggered by the Great War, from the late 

1920’s Brunner increasingly criticised Barth’s theology for its simple commitment to dogmatics, exposition of the Word of 

God alone, fearing it would render theology irrelevant to modern Europeans, and called for it to be supplemented with an 

‘other’ task of theology instead: a negative natural theology grounding an ‘eristics’ which, through polemic against competing 

alternatives, would demonstrate theology as the only viable answer to their questions. Yet, during this same period, prompted 

especially by his unprecedented encounter with Roman Catholicism in Münster, Barth gradually discovered and appropriated 

the Anselmian insight that, since God is not only true but beautiful, simply by expositing this object, dogmatic proofs will 

inevitably be both sure and pleasing portraits of Him possessing an inherent appeal to modern people which far surpasses all 

mailto:maryanncasanova@gmail.com
mailto:neilo@scd.edu.au
mailto:mlindsay@trinity.edu.au
mailto:andrew.dunstan@malyon.edu.au
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rivals. He consequently shuns an ‘other’ task alongside dogmatics for an ‘other’ dimension of it: the task of expositing not only 

the content but the form of the Word of God. The paper concludes by briefly demonstrating how this historical precedent 

illuminates the differing missional strategies of contemporary Protestant theology. 

Keywords: Barth, Brunner, natural theology, beauty, aesthetics, mission, apologetics 

An Unlikely Ally: Barth and Sartre in CD III/3 

Daniel Sihombing, daniel.sihombing@gmail.com, Protestant Theological University, Netherlands 

In his long excursus about nothingness in Church Dogmatics III/3 §50, Barth sets Müller, Leibniz, Schleiermacher, Heidegger, 

and Sartre as his main interlocutors. Studies that delve into this topic so far have neglected an interesting point that among 

those interlocutors, it is Sartre whom Barth seemingly regards as the closest ally, even though he is also the most atheistic 

thinkers among that list. In this paper, I aim to discuss this point, and argue that Barth’s critical appreciation on Sartre can be a 

key point that would help us to recognise the often neglected political aspect of §50. 

Keywords: Barth, Sartre, evil, nothingness 

Being Conformed to the Cross: Theology, Ageing and Trauma 

Michael Mawson, mmawson@csu.edu.au, United Theological College / Charles Sturt University 

This paper will explore how recent work in the area of trauma theology can assist with understanding and negotiating lived 

experiences of ageing. Drawing on theologians such as Shelly Rambo, Deanna Thompson and Serene Jones, I will suggest how 

the language of trauma can be useful for naming the kinds of spatial and temporal distortions that accompany aging and 

decline. In particular, my interest is in how insights from trauma theology can lead us to approach our own ageing (and that of 

others) in ways that are more concrete, complex and embodied. 

Keywords: ageing, theology, trauma, theologia crucis 

Liberating theological anthropology: The church, Foucault, and the concept of transformation 

Steven Ogden, stevengogden@gmail.com, Centre for Public and Contextual Theology (CSU) 

In this paper, I examine the possibility of creating a liberating theological anthropology, using Michel Foucault’s concept of 

desubjectivation to reinterpret the concept of transformation. In the church, a constellation of terms has been used to express 

transformation. Nonetheless, there has been a dominant trajectory, premised on pessimistic anthropological assumptions. In 

practice, transformation has been endorsed for the sake of church order and discipline. Obedience is the end. In contrast, 

Foucault develops an alternative trajectory of transformation by examining Greek, Roman, and Hellenistic spiritual practices. 

This is a secular construal of transformation. It has an optimistic view of humankind. It is about the subject’s very being. And 

freedom is the end. The meaning of transformation in Foucault is not entirely clear, however, as he is in two minds about the 

language of transformation. This is partly because he cannot erase all religious traces from discourses of transformation. So, 

then, I develop a religious trajectory of transformation using Foucault’s concept of desubjectivation. Desubjectivation, in this 

paper, represents the undoing and reforming of the subject, generated by a limit-experience. It has an optimistic view of 

humankind, which is held in tension with the reality of suffering and violence. So, transformation is an experience of 

desubjectivation, which is a limit-experience, encompassing transgressing boundaries and crossing thresholds. The sacrament 

of baptism, for example, is an experience of desubjectivation with a political nuance. Subsequently, transformation has a place 

in church order, but church order is not its raison d’etre. 

Keywords: church, foucault, obedience, freedom, transformation, desubjectivation 

Dynamic and Christocentric: Identity Formation as a Function of Discipleship 

Michael Bräutigam, mbrautigam@mst.edu.au, Melbourne School of Theology, Australian College of Theology 

Following Jesus Christ presents unique challenges to disciples today. In the current climate of relativism, materialism, and 

consumerism, Christians are increasingly perplexed as to who they are and how they can grow as disciples of Christ and follow 

him faithfully. Drawing on the Protestant tradition, and current insights from biblical theology and social psychology, this 

paper offers a fresh interpretation of Jesus’ call to discipleship in the context of identity formation. Identity formation in this 

framework is understood to be dynamic and Christocentric: It is dynamic, as it involves our active obedience to Jesus’ threefold 

call to self-denial, cross-bearing, and following. And it is Christocentric, as we emulate Jesus Christ in his role as prophet, 

priest, and king-friend. Christ the prophet calls us to deny ourselves, in his role as priest he asks us to take up our cross, and as 

the king-friend, he bids us to follow him and to befriend the world. As we give heed to his call, we ourselves, are being turned 

into little prophets, priests, and king-friends, embracing a new identity with meaning, purpose, and fulfilment. 

Keywords: self, discipleship, identity, formation, self-denial, cross-bearing, Jesus Christ, psychology 
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The Political Limits and Possibilities of the Eucharist and the Theatre: Lauren Winner and Thomas Ostermeier in 

Dialogue 

Liam Miller, liamandrewmiller@gmail.com, United Faculty of Theology (Charles Sturt University) 

In The Dangers of Christian Practice (Yale, 2018), Lauren F. Winner argues that Christian practices have “come to do a 

particular kind of burnishing in the Anglophone theological landscape” (167). The postliberal account of the Eucharist, for 

instance, asks the practice to “do a lot of work”, such as establishing an “alternative polis” able to resist the malforming 

practice of late-capitalism and the nation-state (40). However, when placed against the historical record, these claims appear an 

act of “curious optimism, almost magical thinking”. If it is the case that relationship between the Eucharist and the formation of 

a Christian ethic has been overplayed, how else might the relationship be configured? This paper will approach this question in 

conversation with contemporary German theatre director, Thomas Ostermeier. Ostermeier, himself concerned with effusive 

claims of theatre’s political potency, distinguishes theatre from material politics, while still considering how, as a “sociological 

laboratory”, theatre might, through meta-dramatic devises and contextual adaptation, raise political consciousness and generate 

an invitation to think beyond the story on stage to the world beyond where the audience lives and tries to act. Having 

considered Winner’s “depristinisation” of the theological turn to practice, and Ostermeier’s influential production of Ibsen’s An 

Enemy of the People, the paper will return to the relationship between the eucharist and Christian ethics, considering how the 

practice might still raise a political consciousness and desire to act in what Ostermeier categorises as the anti-autonomous age 

of capitalist realism. 

Keywords: eucharist, ethics, politics, theatre, practice, Winner, Ostermeier 

"Let Justice Roll Down": Distorted Theological Formation, Ethics, and Mana Motuhake 

Jordyn Rapana and Andrew Picard, andrew.picard@carey.ac.nz, Carey Baptist College 

The crisis of white hegemony and homogeneity in theological education, is, as Willie Jennings describes, “woven into 

theological institutions and into our deepest pedagogical impulses.” In pursuit of disentangling from this distortion, this paper 

critically examines a Māori student’s, and a Pākehā supervisor's, experience intersecting Māori knowledges and ways of 

knowing with history and a theology of land. From an initial request to write the essay in Te Reo Māori to the final delivery as 

an oral presentation that was then assessed through kōrero on a marae, this practice of mana motuhake (self-determination) 

illuminated the distorted formation of whiteness in the structure of our theological institution. In particular, it elicited critical 

reflection on the institution’s entanglement of theological education with whiteness. In place of the white self-sufficient man, 

the knowledges employed for the project were drawn from theological, historical, and oral Māori sources that were 

disintegrated by the shattering impact of colonisation. Working among the broken shards and fragments left by colonisation 

raised important questions about ethics of grading such work. No single person held the necessary knowledge required to 

assess the work, and assessment required a Māori approach within a Māori context. Without examples to follow, the student, 

staff members, and external advisors worked together to devise a process of assessment that attempted to uphold tīkanga Māori 

and the decolonisation of the assessment. This collaborative paper employs autoethnography by the student and supervisor to 

critically examine their experiences and detail the process of structural change in the assessment that was a catalyst for further 

structural changes in the institution. 

Keywords: colonisation, decolonisation, whiteness, postcolonial, mana Motuhake, Māori 

When Restorative Justice Breaks Away from Reconciliation 

Tom Noakes-Duncan, tom@stjohnscollege.ac.nz, St John's Theological College 

In the first decade of its modern articulation, restorative justice was conceptually indebted to the biblical motif of reconciliation 

as outworked in the moral and relational repair of criminal injury. The doctrine of reconciliation, broadly conceived, provided 

both the impetus and orientation for this burgeoning pratice of justice making. Today, this marriage no longer exists except 

among a few erstwhile advocates. In this paper I trace the ways in which this divorce has come about as well as its implications 

for the underpinning logic of restorative justice. Finally, I ask how these concerns parallel theological debates in the use of 

reconciliation in public. 

Keywords: doctrine of reconciliation, restorative justice, conflict resolution, public ethics, crime 

A Person of Honour or a Woman of Shame 

Susan Smith, susan.smith@hDrac.edu.au, Alphacrucis University College 

As women negotiate the public sphere in Pakistan and comparable societies, the question arises: ‘How can they do so as a 

person of honour, rather than a woman of shame?’ Using recent scholarship on urban women in Pakistan, personal observation 

and interviews, this paper seeks to present women’s own understandings of their honourable place in society. In particular, the 

ways in which they maintain personal and family respect while negotiating the public sphere. Patriarchal socialisation has 

positioned women as lesser than men. Women are seen, and see themselves, as a person of shame. However, my research in 

northern Pakistan has discovered that women pursuing higher education and a career within the male space of the public 

sphere, are able to demonstrate dignity as well as protect the honour of their family name. This has been achieved through 

personal integrity and courage, hard work, and the support of at least one senior male figure. This paper concludes that without 
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an understanding of female honour, it is not possible for mission to adequately engage with these modern Muslim and non-

Muslim women, who are seeking to end harassment and abuse rather than accept it as a by-product of shame. Women’s shared 

experience makes female honour worked out within the marginalisation of shame, a far broader topic than the geographic 

context in which the research is set.  

Keywords: honour, shame, respect, marginalisation, public sphere, Muslim, Pakistan 

‘Lived Poetics’ as a Possible Locus for the Future of World Christianity—the Case of a Poetic Chinese Theology 

Xiaoli Yang, xyang@whitley.edu.au, University of Divinity 

This paper provokes reflection on ‘lived poetics’, that is ‘lived theology’ with poetic imagination, as a locus for the future of 

World Christianity.  The contemplative immersion is an attempt to bypass the massive distortions hidden in the western 

educational world, and to enter into an authentic connection with God and others by a grounding in what Willie Jennings calls 

‘erotic souls’. This creaturely belonging to and communion with the Creator are contemplated and expressed in the bilingual 

Chinese poetry in dialogue with the imaginative in a range of biblical/theological texts.Using both autoethnographic and 

phenomenological methodology, this paper explores the lost in between experience of a dislocated generation with a poetic 

lens using the author’s own poetry writings as a case study.  From the vantage point of a Chinese Christian, poet and migrant to 

Australia, this paper engages a dialogue between the poetic heart cry of a lost generation and the biblical/theological themes of 

exile and the way of Jesus.  It aims to demonstrate a poetic epistemological path towards God and provide a trajectory towards 

a Chinese theology of displacement. 

Keywords: lost in between, displacement, lament, poetics, contemplation 

Mapping the Intercultural Future of Christianity: The intersection of Multiculturalism, Ecumenism and World 

Christianity in South Australia 

Paul Dongwon Goh, pgoh@sa.uca.org.au, Uniting Church Synod of South Australia / Adelaide College of Divinity 

This paper seeks to map the intercultural future of Christianity as an intersection of multiculturalism, ecumenism and World 

Christianity in a South Australian context. By examining quantitative and qualitative data from the Cultural and linguistically 

diverse (CALD) – Intercultural Ministry Survey in South Australia and the Australian National Church Life Survey (NCLS), 

the project explores how the future theology and practice of mission and ministry can be enhanced by a deeper responsiveness 

to multiculturalism, receptive ecumenism in a context of post-White and world Christianity. Based on an online survey of 55 

South Australian Uniting Church members, including both lay people and ministers, it investigates how mainline local 

congregations have responded to their increasingly multicultural neighbourhood contexts and critically reflects on the status of 

intercultural ministry in progressing and embodying the Church’s vision of being a multicultural church. Data from 30 

interviews with wider CALD faith community leaders including first and second‐ generation immigrants from Asian and 

African backgrounds are analysed in three categories: gifts and graces, felt needs and challenges, and aspirations and 

opportunities for building relationships and partnerships with Anglo-White churches. It concludes with recommendations for 

an intercultural future of Christianity in areas of ecumenism, theological education/ministerial formation and world 

Christianity.  

Keywords: multiculturalism, receptive ecumenism, world Christianity, interculturality, missional partnership
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PARALLEL PAPERS 2 ABSTRACTS: MONDAY 4TH JULY 2022 

Are we in a post-secular, post Christian, post-democracy, post-Western, post-Whiteness, climate-change age?  How can 

Christianity, given all of the above, navigate the constantly shifting ‘goal-posts’? 

Mersina Papantoniou, mersina.papantoniou@students.mq.edu.au, Macquarie University 

Why do such ‘goal-posts’ matter, if at all in understanding contemporary first-world culture? The role of understanding ‘woke 

culture’ is central, given the relevant processes when understanding Western processes of secularisation and post-

secularisation. In order to respond to some of the ‘posts’, characterised as ‘the present’, a walk into ‘the dark-side - the Social 

Sciences, may enable radical Christian ‘critical’ thinking in our contemporary epistemology of first-world mission. 

Keywords: post-Christian, secularisation, post-secularisation, post-democracy, post-whiteness, woke culture, radical Christian 

'critical thinking', Lausanne Conference, epistemology of first world mission 

Which Kind of Immortality Are You Looking For? 

Sandra Godde, sandraheaven7@gmail.com, Stirling College, University of Divinity 

At the forefront of science and technology there lie competing ideologies as to the nature of humanity and the future of human 

flourishing.Will technology become the ultimate saviour, or has the work of salvation already been accomplished? Are we just 

creatures of mind and body, or are we spiritual beings at our core? Are we mysterious souls made in the image of God or are 

we “hackable animals”? This paper will provide a brief survey of the agenda and ideals of prominent technocrats in the 

Transhumanist movement in their reach for immortality by technological means. It will then look at how these compare with 

the biblical vision of a physical resurrection and a divine upgrade of the entire created order. The resurrection will be seen to 

stand in stark contrast to the cybernetic immortality proposed by the radical transhumanists:  that is, mere disembodied 

intelligence. Regardless if such intelligence could reside in a robotic or virtual body, such a posthuman entity’s body would 

be qualitatively different from the resurrection hope that the Bible holds out for the human being. With regards to offering 

eternal life, there is only one contender… 

Keywords: transhumanism, posthumanism, immortality, resurrection, technology 

Theology’s future: Addressing the global crisis by resisting strongman politics 

Steven Ogden, stevengogden@gmail.com, Centre for Public and Contextual Theology (CSU) 

The combination of strongman politics, pandemics, and climate change, means we are in a global crisis. This has implications 

for theology and theologians. Under the circumstances, all theologians are called to be political theologians. The key to 

addressing the crisis is the problem of strongman politics, and violence is the key to addressing strongman politics. Typically, a 

predisposition toward violence is generated in groups of men (e.g., clergy associations, college fraternities, criminal 

organisations, sporting clubs). Relationships are strong. They entail ritual, loyalty, as well as shared narratives and epistemic 

commitments. Members may refer to each other in kinship terms (e.g., mate, brother). The relationships are ambivalent (cf. 

homosocial/homophobic). Ironically, ambivalence reinforces the bonds. That is, fear of not having a brother, and fear of the 

feminine, strengthen group bonds. In all this, an excessive sense of entitlement is a predominant feature. Of course, there are 

everyday entitlements. An excessive sense of entitlement, however, is an expression of a masculinity that employs strategies 

pre-empting threats to power and status. Historically, this has been reinforced by fear of the feminine and discourses of 

possession, fusing identity and property. Failure to improve status, or loss of status, is a source of shame, predisposing men 

toward controlling behaviour and violence. This is indicative of strongman politics. The strongman is concerned about status. 

He is the exception. Typically, strongman politics, and individual strongmen, exploit historic or even imagined trauma. This, 

combined with a sense of aggrievement, plays a role in intensifying entitlement. Critically, strongman politics exacerbates 

pandemics (e.g., vaccine production/distribution) and climate change (e.g., profits from/use of fossil fuels). The theologian’s 

vocation then is to resist strongman politics. So, all theologians are called to embrace a sustained period of self-critique, mutual 

collaboration, and explicit political engagement. 

Keywords: brotherhood, the strongman, entitlement, violence, Cain and Abel, vocation 

The inevitable Anthropocene? Human agency and Sabbath rest 

Mick Pope, polymath@optusnet.com.au, Whitley College 

The Anthropocene is at once one of the most important and controversial concepts of the twenty-first century. This concept 

suggests that humanity has become a geological force affecting all aspects of the Earth system. Understanding human agency is 

central to understanding the Anthropocene. One particularly important question to pose is: was the Anthropocene historically 

inevitable, or do humans have free agency to act otherwise? The Anthropocene did not appear ex nihilo, but rather emerged as 

human technology advanced and was coupled with the emergence of capitalism. A secular view such as that of Adam Frank, is 

that the Anthropocene is an inevitable stage humanity could pass through on its way to harvest the entire energy of the planet. 

This view assumes that technology will provide the solutions to our current crisis. An oft suggested Christian explanation is 

that the Anthropocene is a necessary stage on the way to the eschatological annihilation of Earth. I propose that both ideas are 

flawed. While human agency is often distributed, the ongoing Anthropocene can be identified with very deliberate decisions to 
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exercise human agency with a limited concern for the common good. The Sabbath theology of the Holiness School offers an 

important limit on the exercise of human agency: not a rejection of technological solutions, but a principle of rest and respect 

for human and non-human alike. 

Keywords: anthropocene, sabbath, technology, agency 

Gender-Affirming Care Models: ‘Activist-driven’ or ‘Evidence-based’? 

Maya Krayneva, mkrayneva@sheridan.edu.au, Sheridan Institute of Higher Education 

In 2016, medical and clinical experts emphasised a lack of current consensus regarding the best model of care for gender 

dysphoria (Chen at el., 2016). Nevertheless, by 2022, a gender-affirmative model of care consisting of puberty blockers, cross-

sex hormones, and gender reassignment surgery (Lopez et al., 2018; Graham, 2022), is being implemented — consistently and 

across the globe. Referrals to this model of care are on the rise, especially amongst teenagers (Graham, 2022). Lopez et al. 

(2018) report a twenty-fold increase of treatment using puberty blockers from 2014 to 2016. Some patients feel they are being 

“pushed” into the treatment, claiming that the treatment is “activist-driven, not evidence-based” (Ault, 2022). The gender-

affirmative model of care as a ‘one-size-fits-all’ approach has proven to be questionable and even damaging in many cases 

(D’Angelo et al., 2021; Ault, 2022). This model requires urgent attention and re-evaluation. People with gender dysphoria 

suffer from a variety of internal issues. Abuse, suicide attempts, self-harm, parental divorce, post-traumatic stress disorder, 

substance abuse, depression, and autism are frequently mentioned. (Ault, 2022). This points to the fact that standardised models 

of care that target only a physical (bodily) issue are largely inadequate. The complex issue of gender diversity needs to be 

addressed to include other dimensions of human health and wellbeing such as emotional, mental, social, and spiritual (Hadzic 

et al., 2008; Hadzic, 2011). In addition to the holistic approach to care, personalised models of care need to replace the 

standardised ones to reflect a unique nature of internal issues that exist within every individual. 

Keywords: gender dysphoria, gender-affirmative models of care, holistic personalised care 

Consciousness, the Soul, and Reality 

Antonios Kaldas, frantoniosk@gmail.com, St Cyril's Coptic Theological College / Sydney College of Divinity 

The nature of the soul has occupied theologians and philosophers of all ilks for over two and a half millennia. More recently, it 

has also become a topic of interest to cognitive scientists (and others), under the name of consciousness studies (the terms 

‘soul’ and ‘consciousness’ do not signify exactly the same thing, but there is significant overlap). While cognitive science has 

become increasingly interdisciplinary, theology has not yet figured much as one of those disciplines. I consider a selection of 

areas in which faith and science might fruitfully interact, to the benefit of both. The general moral to be drawn from this story 

is that we are still a long way from grasping the true nature of our world, or even our own human nature. 

Keywords: phenomenal consciousness, soul, hard problem, holism, epistemic humility, reductionism 

Is the future of theology graphic? Comics and graphic novels in theological perspective 

Stephen Garner, sgarner@laidlaw.ac.nz, Laidlaw College, New Zealand 

Comics and graphic novels are a medium shaped by the juxtaposition of pictures, other images, and their content in deliberate 

sequences describing a movement through time (McCloud, 1993). Since the 1980s comics and graphic novels have been 

increasingly used to explore complex topics such as mental health, discrimination, immigration, identity, medicine, politics, 

and history, as well as religion, theology, and philosophy, as well as reflecting cultural expression found in Japanese manga, 

Franco-Belgian bandes dessinées, and various British and North American contexts. Christian use of this medium has been 

dominated by graphical interpretations of the Bible, as well as evangelistic and apologetic efforts, with far less engagement 

with the complexities of everyday faith and life at both local and global levels. This paper argues that in a world where images 

are a primary, if not the primary, form of communication offering “happiness, nourishment, desirability, glamour, security, 

power, love, fellowship, social status, health, divine presence, refuge from the muddle of daily life, a lost past, a better future” 

(Morgan, 2017) more attention should be paid to using comics and graphic novels as locations for both doing theology and for 

faithful engagement with the world around us. This work would sit alongside those engaging with infographics and cartoons in 

theology (Challies, 2016; Challies & Byer, 2019; Nomura, 2001) and those exploring the role of internet memes in religious 

contexts (Aguilar et al, 2017), complementing traditional logocentric approaches doing theology in the church and the world 

and highlighting effective engagement with a range of contemporary topics and issues. 

Keywords: public theology, education, social issues, theological interpretation, popular culture 

Having the Last Laugh now: Regaining Faith in Unspeakable Evil by Remembering Esther and Observing Purim as 

Christian Memory. 

Samuel Wan, samwan.13@gmail.com, independent scholar 

Laughter was, for some Jewish Holocaust survivors, ‘novocaine for the soul;’ for in humour and festivities laughter rid the  

dehumanising power of perpetrators. Purim continues to be a festival of laughter and frivolity through two-thousand years of 

anti-Semitism and the Shoah. Yet scripturally, Purim is not referenced in the New Testament; historically, it never gained 

traction with first century Christians; and liturgically, it has been vilified by the church at large from second century to the early 
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modern period. The book of Esther commands the people of God to ‘remember,’ ‘observe,’ and ‘never fail to celebrate’ Purim 

‘in every generation by every family.’ Is the failure to observe Purim by every generation of Christians based on Christology , 

theology, and hermeneutics, or was it a major memory loss? This paper argues that in the face of unspeakable sufferings and 

unanswerable questions of the nature of evil in our world, remembering Esther and observing a Christian Purim are faithful 

postures of faith for the Christian. It traces the (scant) history of Christian interaction with Purim and suggests it’s 

disappearance in Christian liturgy. It presents a practical theology of the book of Esther and the current Jewish practice of 

Purim (previously explored by the author) and introduces them to a theological interpretation through the sensus plenior of the 

Christian Scriptures. Finally, by viewing Purim through the lens of Christology, Eschatology, and Liturgiology we see ways in 

which the the festival can be recovered as orthodoxly ‘Christian.’ 

Keywords: practical theodicy, Esther, Purim, liturgy, practical theology, theological interpretation of Scripture, historical 

theology 

‘Ecclesiastical Cannibalism’: Critical Reflections on Newbigin’s Theology of Church Unity and Pentecostal Church 

Planting in New Zealand 

Adam Dodds, adam.dodds@ac.edu.au, Alphacrucis University College 

Lesslie Newbigin (1909-1998) developed a theology of church unity that is relevant for the twenty-first century church. In this 

paper I will, first, sketch Newbigin’s theology of church unity, centring on his interpretation of John 17:20-23, where he argued 

church unity is for mission. Second, I will critically reflect on my own observations as a church pastor of common Pentecostal 

church-planting practises. Such practises, I will argue, amount to ‘ecclesiastical cannibalism’ – the deliberate partial 

assimilation of one church by another – and undermine the church’s mission. Two reasons for this are offered: a neglect of the 

theology of church unity, and metrics (‘bums, bucks, and buildings’) that reflect the idolatry of a particular form of ‘success’ 

that is in danger of being syncretistic. This critique, uncommon in New Zealand Pentecostalism, aims to promote the church’s 

pure devotion to Christ. In conclusion, several constructive steps for ecclesial praxis are proposed for the sake of the church’s 

mission. 

Keywords: church unity, ecclesiastical cannibalism, mission, church planting, idolatry, success 

Enhancing humans with CRISPR and Irenaeus of Lyons. What contribution could his theological anthropology make 

to the Christian ethical discussion of this technology? 

David Adams, dadams@csu.edu.au, Charles Sturt University / St Mark's National Theological Centre 

In September 2020, the International Commission on the Clinical Use of Human Germline Genome Editing released its report 

recommending against the clinical use of germline gene editing technology until technical, regulatory and safety hurdles had 

been overcome. Two years earlier, Dr He Jiankui shocked the international community announcing the birth of twins whose 

DNA he edited as a prophylactic for HIV. While He was widely condemned for breaching numerous ethical standards, both 

events indicate the importance of continuing to discuss contemporary ethical questions related to human DNA editing 

technology. Such power to edit DNA so early in human development raises fundamental questions concerning what it means to 

be human. This perennial issue applied to human germline gene editing elicits responses that go beyond surface discussion of 

commonly shared principles, instead revealing deeply embedded and heartfelt beliefs. Researchers with a diverse range of 

worldviews are engaged in the discussion. This research seeks to deepen the Christian discussion by drawing on the work of 

Irenaeus of Lyons. Irenaeus is an important early Christian theologian whose writings combated the ‘gnostic’ views which 

undermined the importance of the body and the goodness of the material creation. Irenaeus’ approach offers fresh insights into 

our humanity, upholding the goodness of the flesh as it is understood and completed through Christ’s work and by the Spirit. 

Such ancient theological wisdom speaks into the tension of not devaluing, nor overvaluing the body, which can lead to 

unacceptably ascetic or overcontrolling ethical positions regarding this technology. 

Keywords: theological anthropology, Irenaeus, human genetic enhancement, bioethics, DNA editing, CRISPR 

‘Culture before Christ’: Indigenous Identity as the Foundation for Christian flourishing 

Eugene Fuimaono & Jordyn Rapana, eugenefuimaono@gmail.com, Otago University / Carey Bible College 

In Aotearoa, a common caution delivered to Māori people as they entered church membership was ‘Christ before culture’. This 

phrase punctuates the implicit necessity of indigenous peoples to divest themselves of their cultural identifiers to fully 

participate in the Christian way of life, promising a better future bereft of ‘cultural’ ties. The traditional Christian message and 

theology that Māori have received has always fallen short of speaking intimately and powerfully to Māori experience and 

cosmological understanding in Aotearoa New Zealand. This paper seeks to examine closely the entanglement of Whiteness 

embedded in gospel evangelisation to Māori and its implicit anthropological denigration in conversation with Jennings After 

Whiteness – focusing on what has been required of Māori theology to ascribe to ‘whiteness’. Secondly, Jenning’s second 

argument asserting the importance of cultural sovereignty in theological education will be examined within the bounds of a 

Māori context, helping to determine necessary factors for healthy theological conversation and growth for Māori without them 

having to make their culture subordinate to ‘white’ theology. 

Keywords: indigenous, cultural sovereignty, whiteness, Māori, identity, entanglement 
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Work and Worth: The Human Person and Global Capitalism 

Christy Capper, christy.capper@flinders.edu.au, Wollaston Theological College 

During the past two years, the way that people work has changed. COVID-19 forced businesses and individuals to change 

standard practices: some workers were unable to engage in any work; others were compelled to continue working despite the 

infection risk; many worked from home for the first time. The decisions made by governments and businesses amid these 

events displayed the worth and role of the worker when compared to company profits and the economic system. While various 

expressions of theology engage issues concerning the exploitation of groups of workers, less seem to engage in the 

understanding and place of work in the context of a global capitalist system and the dehumanisation of workers in the context 

of rising inflation and stagnant wage growth.This paper will engage the question of what it means to be a human person 

involved in work. It will also offer a critique of how some current theologies of work can be used to exploit. I will then suggest 

that a reconsideration of our theologies of work is currently needed and that the worth of the human person requires 

reconsideration in light of the current context, that is, the disempowerment of persons within a system of global capitalism. 

Keywords: work, personhood, exploitation 

Until the Spirit Comes: Evaluating the Conceptualisation of Creation in Pentecostal Ecotheologies 

John D. Griffiths, john.griffiths@ac.edu.au, Alphacrucis University College 

As Pentecostalism becomes more prominent in Australia’s public sphere, and as the effects of the various ecological crises 

facing Australia increases, more attention is being directed towards Pentecostalism’s response (or lack thereof) to climate 

change. Indeed, with Prime Minister Scott Morrison, a prominent Pentecostal figure in Australia, being reluctant to act on 

climate change, the popular belief is that Pentecostalism is disinterested in creation care. In this context, this paper seeks to 

explore the way creation is described and portrayed in Pentecostal theology, and in particular, Pentecostal ecotheology. It will 

be argued that while Pentecostalism has an “enchanted” understanding of creation, many Pentecostal theological works do not 

address the role of creation or see it as an inanimate object. More positive depictions of creation tend to see creation as an 

active partner in the story of God, although they tend to conflate creation’s story with humanities story. This paper will 

conclude by suggesting that the Earth Bible Team’s understanding of creation, where creation is active and has its own distinct 

story within the biblical narrative, can be informative for Pentecostal ecotheology. 

Keywords: Pentecostalism, climate change, ecotheology, creation 

Uncovered Memories: The ethics of reading Ruth 3 in these lands now called Australia 

Rebecca Lindsay, lind0142@flinders.edu.au, Flinders University 

Settler colonial societies, such as Australia, desire to control knowledge. Minds and memories, as well as bodies and lands, are 

colonised. The biblical texts have played a part in this colonising process. It follows that research seeking to engage ethically to 

de-colonise must re-member differently, paying attention to what has been intentionally and unconsciously forgotten, created, 

or preserved. Chris Healy points this out in Forgetting Aborigines, noting that it is not that non-Indigenous Australians are 

unaware of Aboriginal histories, but that these histories are known in colonising ways. He asks how remembering might take 

place to live differently in the present. For biblical scholars this also means grappling with biblical texts and the interpretive 

memories they hold. Within this paper I explore the ethics of remembering and forgetting that the book of Ruth enables. The 

climactic threshing floor scene of Ruth 3 has a rich history of interpretation, particularly given the word play and ambiguity at 

its centre. The sexual connotations of its language and setting have often been covered over by interpreters. Rather than sitting 

amidst its unresolved tension, the chapter becomes a moral tale. Using a contrapuntal reading strategy to bring Ruth 3 into 

conversation with Australian colonial memory, I explore messy and ambiguous relationships that cover, un-cover and expose. 

Liminal time, space and characters are found within the biblical text and the colonised landscape. These highlight the 

importance of embracing ambiguity rather than smoothing out memory into a simple, uncomplicated story. 

Keywords: decolonising; settler colonial studies; book of Ruth; memory; ethical hermeneutics 

‘She has lost her value’: Sexual Violence, Perceived Stigma, and Secondary Victimisation within Faith Communities 

David Tombs, david.tombs@otago.ac.nz, University of Otago 

Content warning: sexual violence. The Tearfund report 'To Make our Voices Heard: Listening to survivors of sexual violence 

in Central African Republic' (2015) presents testimonies from survivors of sexual violence who speak of the perceived stigma 

they face and ‘the heartbreakingly common theme of rejection and abandonment by husbands and family’. South African 

researcher Elisabet le Roux (2021) gives examples of ‘secondary victimisation’ from studies in Democratic Republic of Congo 

(DRC), Rwanda, Burundi, Liberia, South Africa, and Colombia. These include a male church member in Sake (DRC) who says 

that a woman who has experienced sexual violence ‘has lost her value‘. Le Roux argues that attention to Jesus as a victim of 

sexual violence offers a powerful biblical and theological resource for church-based relief and development agencies to use in 

their work to expose and challenge the victim-blaming and secondary victimisation experienced by survivors of sexual 

violence. However, according to Le Roux, church agencies are currently reluctant to name Jesus as a victim/survivor of sexual 

violence because of the rejection and perceived stigma it would attract to other areas of their work. The presentation concludes 
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with a suggestion for how this impasse might be addressed in a constructive way so that faith communities can engage both 

sexual violence and secondary victimisation in ways that uphold the dignity of survivors. 

Keywords: sexual violence, stigma, survivor 

Mission as Hospitality with Refugees and Migrants: Exploring Langmead’s “Guests and Hosts” in Australian Churches 

Peter Laughlin (corresponding author); Darren Cronshaw, Stephen Parker, Titus Olorunnisola; Hanna Hyun 

plaughlin@acom.edu.au, Australian College of Ministries /  Sydney College of Divinity 

The mission of God that the church in Australia, as elsewhere, expresses includes hospitality with migrants and refugees. At its 

best this mission and hospitality is experienced both to and from, by and beyond, and among and with people of cultural 

diversity. Ross Langmead (2014:29) called for a theology of mission among refugees and asylum seekers that is grounded in 

hospitality – both serving and learning from refugees, who thus function as both guests and hosts. Langmead suggested this 

hospitality has ten dimensions including advocacy, meals, mutual learning and “openness to a transforming divine presence”. 

This article is a conversation on the experience of Australian churches in giving and receiving hospitality with migrants and 

other newcomers. The conversation demonstrates the value of practising kenotic hospitality for the sake of mutual learning and 

shared mission in the Australian context. 

Keywords: diaspora missiology, Christian hospitality, local church in mission, migrant ministry mutual mission, polycentric 

mission, refugees 

Re-examining Singleness, Marriage & Eschatologically Oriented Devotion in 1 Corinthians 7:29-35 

Danielle Treweek, danitreweek@gmail.com, Moore Theological College 

An attentive reading of 1 Cor 7:29-35 suggests that the passage’s contemporary commentative uniformity is troubled by a 

series of unresolved exegetical quandaries, unacknowledged theological contradictions, and awkward pastoral implications 

regarding both singleness and marriage within the eschatological “now-but-not-yet”. In dialogue with the work of foremost 

contemporary commentators (including Ciampa and Rosner, Danylak, Fee, Fitzmeyer, Garland, Morris, Thiselton and others), 

this paper will demonstrate why the dominant perspective on 1 Cor 7:29-35 inadequately reckons with the Apostle’s 

theological rationale and pastoral ethic concerning singleness and marriage in this eschatological moment. It will then offer an 

innovative exegetical analysis that contends the Apostle does celebrate the single Christian’s unique eschatological devotion in 

1 Cor 7:29-35, but not to draw a sharp distinction between the capacity for godly devotion of married and unmarried members 

of the church. Indeed, just the opposite. It shall be exegetically argued that Paul exhorts married Christians (i.e., those who are 

to live “as if not” married v.29) to proactively model their own eschatologically oriented devotion of God on that of the 

unmarried Christian. Contrary to the dominant consensus, the Apostle is not making an enduringly apposite distinction between 

the devotion of the single and the married Christian. Instead, he calls both to a common undivided devotion to the Lord, as 

together they live in a world whose present form is passing away. 

Keywords: singleness, marriage, 1 Corinthians 7, eschatology, devotion, christian living 

Some Linguistic and Social Observations on two Syriac Inscriptions from St Paul’s Monastery 

Carolyn Alsen, calsen@divinity.edu.au, University of Divinity 

At the monastery of St Paul, on the Red Sea, two inscriptions in West Syriac (Serto), one diglot with Arabic, are seen at the 

conclusion of Arabic hagiographical volumes (mss 68 and 70). These inscriptions are selected in this paper for two reasons. 

One purpose is the provenance and date of the inscriptions, in the eighteenth-century Coptic resurgence, which occasioned the 

production of liturgy, manuscripts and other cultural practices in Cairene Coptic communities. These texts may be related to the 

important role of the larger arakhina scribal system and the Archons in the reestablishment of the previously destroyed 

monastery, after periods of power vacuums in Ottoman Egypt. The monastery itself has a Syrian historical presence, either in 

pilgrimage or part of a united St. Antony/St. Paul hegoumenos. A working hypothesis is suggested that these manuscripts and 

material culture and the multi-cultural history of the monastery reflects some of this history. A second purpose is to examine 

the similarity of the hand and language of these inscriptions. This paper will use the first purpose to situate the inscriptions and 

hypothesise authorship within a multicultural and postcolonial Coptic experience. Secondly the paper then conducts a cognitive 

linguistics text transmission study including descriptive linguistic observations on orthography, idiom and grammatical 

construction. Far beyond Syriac late antiquity and the Syriac Renaissance, material culture of this kind reflects a respect for 

former works and the survival of minorities of faith under postcolonial conditions. 

Keywords: Syriac Christianity, Garshuni, codeswitching, linguistics, Coptic Monasticism 
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Teaching Future Theology 

Glen O'Brien & Arseny Ermakov, glenaobrien@gmail.com, arseny.ermakov@salvationarmy.org.au, University of Divinity 

In 2020-2021, Eva Burrows College developed and taught three new interdisciplinary online units in the area of Futurism and 

Theology. These units explore the theological, philosophical, and ethical implications of emerging technologies and their 

impact upon different aspects of human life and bring current voices from philosophy, science, and sci-fi culture into a dialog 

with the Christian tradition. The paper will describe the content of those units, their pedagogical design, the experience of 

teaching them, and what has been learned from that experience for the improvement and ongoing development of the units. 

Futurism and Theology: Key Issues introduces students to the specific issues related to artificial intelligence, robotics, biotech, 

space exploration, human enhancement, Big Data, surveillance, and life extension. Students explore these through 

interdisciplinary theological reflection, drawing on the frameworks of consequentialist and virtue ethics. Humanity 3.0: 

Theological Responses to Trans-, Post-, and Antihumanism is a unit in theological anthropology that explores possible 

responses to newly emerging understandings of the human person. Classical philosophical and theological discussions on the 

nature of the ‘soul’ and the mind/body distinction are revisited in the face of rapidly developing human enhancement 

technology, the increased capacities of artificial intelligence, and the use of technology to enhance and prolong human life. 

Imagined Futures in Popular Culture draws on Christian eschatology to explore anticipated futures that are found in popular 

culture. Students explore science fiction novels, film and television, comic books, and gaming, among other cultural 

expressions, and reflect theologically on their function in the making of meaning, using interdisciplinary theological reflection. 

They are also asked to learn the nature of geek culture and explore modes of engagement with it. 

Keywords: futurism, teaching, AI, technology, robotics, popular culture 

Out of the Ivory Tower! The Science–Faith Conversation in Schools: Reflection and Discussion 

Chris Mulherin, Chris.Mulherin@ctc.edu.au, University of Divinity, ISCAST 

In an increasingly technoscientific culture, with a growing tin ear to Christianity, two of the most significant points of Christian 

engagement need to be taken up energetically. I refer, first, to vigorous engagement in schools and, second, to the science–faith 

conversation. On the first, school chaplains and other teachers across the country have "permission" to publicly explain 

Christian faith to hundreds of thousands of students. On the second, variations of the oft-repeated meme, "I believe in science, 

so I couldn't be a Christian," are the starting point of so many students' thinking. Meanwhile, there are numerous Christian 

scientists, along with philosophers and theologians, who are willing to speak to students about the harmony between science 

and orthodox Christian faith. In this not-so-academic session I will firstly offer reflections from our experience of speaking to 

students and teachers with ISCAST (Christians in Science and Technology). Then there will be an extended time for discussion 

about robust Christian engagement in schools, particularly focussed on the question of Christianity and the sciences. 

The Paradox of Shame and its Value for Pastoral Ministry 

Helen Blake, hblake@csu.edu.au, Charles Sturt University 

To bring the topic of shame to a theological conference is to “lean into the unspeakable”. The presentation of shame in Genesis 

3 is confronting in its resonance with normative human experience, yet it has attracted little attention in Western Christian 

theology. Conversely, the guilt of the human couple has singularly permeated this tradition’s theology of sin. The significance 

of shame is rarely discussed, even when the systemic failures of the Church have been exposed and have elicited the use of the 

word “shame” in public comment and in the responses of church leaders. The body of literature that addresses shame in 

practical theology has barely impacted on theological  discourse for its relevance to the practice of ministry. This paper reflects 

on the presentation of shame in Genesis 3 in its context of the Creation narratives to consider its theological purpose in the 

narrative. The discussion reviews the contribution of practical theologians to our understanding of shame, and further considers 

recent Biblical scholarship in which examination of the actual shame language in Genesis 2 and in the prophetic texts that 

highlights the importance of the paradox inherent in shame. Painful and unwelcome, yet purposeful and instructive, 

understanding our shame is vitally important for our relationships with God and with each other. The implications of this 

reflection on shame for pastoral ministry in all its forms are substantial. An understanding of the relational nature of shame is 

crucial for contemporary ministry, education and theological responses to the realities of life. 

Keywords: shame, paradox, relational, pastoral 

Valuing Fragments: Applying After Whiteness in our Pedagogy 

Jaimee van Gemerden, Eugene Fuimaono & Christa McKirland, jaimee.vangemerden@carey.ac.nz, University of Otago / 

Carey Baptist College 

Given the expansiveness of God, welcoming an expansiveness of perspectives contributes more fragments to our collective 

understanding of who God is. The inclusion of different perspectives is thus valuable for theology through the way that 

diversity gives voice to a range of particularities, many of which have been traditionally excluded from the theological 

academy. This paper seeks to examine these claims in theory and practice and is a result of a collaborative project that engaged 
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with Willie Jennings’s After Whiteness, the work of the Mudflower Collective, and the traditional Māori method of knowledge 

transfer known as Wānanga. These engagements have been formative for this paper, as has our emplacement in Aotearoa New 

Zealand—shaping our inquiry about communal learning and relational pedagogy. We believe such an approach is imperative 

for shaping the face of theological research by encouraging a culture of intellectual safety and belonging. We propose a 

collaborative approach to knowledge creation in both the academy and the classroom that will help to sustain community and 

develop constructive theology. This method of collaboration has the scope to be able to challenge issues of disembodiment, 

invisibility, and lack of particularity that are key concerns for those critiquing the theological academy and allowing diverse 

cultural knowledges to maintain their integrity in white dominated spaces. We also reflect on the pedagogical findings from a 

pilot collaborative project used in the classroom to provide one example of how we have tested this approach in a classroom 

context. 

Keywords: pedagogy, collaboration, whiteness, particularity, indigenous theology 

What is a context? Theological method and contextual thinking in Paul Tillich and Douglas John Hall 

Christopher John Magnussen, chrismagnussen91@gmail.com, Alphacrucis University College 

The systematic theologies of Paul Tillich and Douglas John Hall are concerned with critically reflecting on how theology 

relates to contemporary circumstances. Both draw attention to what might be called the contextual element of the theological 

task. In this paper, I will identify how these two authors understand this contextual element in their theological methods. In the 

first section, I provide an overview of both Hall’s and Tillich’s methods by identifying which voices they listen to in the 

process of thinking theologically. For Tillich, the most important is the sensitive voice of poets and artists who raise most 

clearly the existential question of a culture – a question that can only be answered by God. Though influenced by Tillich, Hall 

has a more complex account of what constitutes a ‘context’ and how to identify it. He determines the context by listening not 

only to the representatives of high culture but also to three additional voices: the victims, the tradition, and the church. Both 

Hall and Tillich believe that contextual thinking can equip the theologian to become a prophetic voice in their world, and I 

evaluate their attempts to foster such a prophetic stance. By highlighting the strengths, limitations, and unspoken assumptions 

of these two accounts of contextuality in theology, I draw attention to the continuing ambiguities around the concept of 

‘context’ and its application to theology. 

Keywords: Contextual Theology, Paul Tillich, Douglas John Hall 

Spirit, Church, and Scripture: A Theological Interpretation of 1 Corinthians 

Gregory Liston, gliston@laidlaw.ac.nz, Laidlaw College, Australian College of Theology 

This paper explores 1 Corinthians from the theological perspective of an eschatological Third Article Ecclesiology. Third 

Article Theology is a methodology within systematic theology which intentionally views all reality through a pneumatological 

perspective. As such, an eschatological Third Article Ecclesiology explores the relationship between church and kingdom 

through the lens of the Spirit. Perhaps the ultimate test for the validity of the arising conclusions is to utilise them as the basis 

for a Theological Interpretation of Scripture. This paper argues that viewing 1 Corinthians this way enables its overall structure, 

underlying motivation, and intricate details to be insightfully illuminated. This points to the potential for an eschatological 

Third Article Ecclesiology to provide an helpful framework from which to examine, positively influence, and morally 

transform those congregations with which we are involved. 

Keywords: systematics, ecclesiology, eschatology, Third Article theology, theological interpretation of scripture 

Chalcedon and the Plausibility of Conceptualism 

James Rutherford, james.rutherford@student.moore.edu.au, Moore Theological College 

There has been much discussion about the philosophical developments leading to the Modern world and their relation to 

Christianity. By looking at the relationship between Chalcedon and several later thinkers, new light may be shed on the 

relationship between Christianity and these aspects of the Modern World, namely, the loss of a realist ontology. This paper will 

argue that the ontological developments initiated by Chalcedon and unfolded by later theologians such as Maximus the 

Confessor give plausibility to Ockham’s arguments for conceptualism. 

Keywords: Maximus, Ockham, substance, ontology, Chalcedon, Christology, conceptualism, realism 

Kaleidoscopic Preaching: Incorporating multiple voices into an evangelical sermon 

Christine Redwood, christine.redwood@gmail.com, Morling College, Australian College of Theology 

The sermon still dominates in many evangelical churches. Evangelical preachers seek to capture and communicate the author’s 

intention in the biblical text. This can be challenging because the Bible is multi-faceted. How can evangelical preachers 

acknowledge this multiplicity? Preachers need to be willing to play in both the text and the way they communicate. In this 

paper, I intend to propose a strategy I have named the kaleidoscopic approach. I draw on the feminist scholar Mieke Bal and 

her work on the song in Judges 5 and bring some of her ideas to preaching. I believe a kaleidoscopic approach can help to 

amplify marginal (often female) voices in the text and bring fresh thinking on how we can continue to preach in the future. 
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Keywords: evangelical, homiletics, feminist 

Back to the Future: Eden, Canaan, and the World 

Mick Pope, polymath@optusnet.com.au, Whitley College 

The current ecological crises covered under the rubric of the Anthropocene drives many Christians back to the Eden narrative, 

to develop a theology of creation care. While some imagine Genesis 2-3 as describing a paradisiacal prelapsarian past, this 

paper examines the text as describing the sacral kingship of Adam to care for the earth and exercise cultic responsibilities. 

Ejection from the Garden represents exile, but the continuing tending of the soil demonstrates an ongoing relationship with 

Yhwh outside of the land. The Garden story itself hints at such a broader concern for life outside. In the Holiness Code in 

Leviticus 26, we see the possibility of the Edenisation of Canaan, i.e., the extension of the holiness of the sanctuary to include 

the entire land. This has the implication of considering earth care as part of Israelite holiness. The command to keep the 

Sabbath and reverence the sanctuary includes providing Sabbath rest for the land as an expression of lay holiness. Hence, I 

argue that Leviticus 26 brings together the Priestly and non-Priestly stories of Genesis 1–3 in a concern for the earth. Some 

brief conclusions for the current ecological crisis will be drawn, including a brief consideration of the use of the Eden narrative 

in the New Testament. 

Keywords: Eden, sabbath, creation care, ecology, holiness 

The future of class in biblical studies: community-based reflections from South Africa 

Gerald West, west@ukzn.ac.za, University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa 

Since the publication of Norman Gottwald's The tribes of Yahweh: a sociology of the religion of liberated Israel, 1250-1050 

B.C.E. (1979) economic class has been recognised as a significant factor within biblical studies. This paper honours the 

foundation work of Gottwald, who passed away in March 2022, and locates its analysis within the trajectory established by 

Gottwald. In particular, the paper locates itself within South African Black Theology's appropriation of Gottwald, specifically 

his notion of mode of production and the 'class' contestation that takes place within the ancient communities that produced 

biblical texts. That the biblical text is inherently a site of economic struggle is among the most substantive contributions of 

South African Black Theology to biblical hermeneutics of liberation generally. My own contribution to this trajectory is to ask 

what it means to work with a Bible that is intrinsically a site of systemic struggle within local communities of the poor and 

marginalised for whom the Bible is a sacred text, foregrounding economic contestation. A question that this kind of 

community-based work has generated, over more than 30 years, is to what extent economics and class intersect with other 

systems of marginalisation (such as gender, HIV, disability, sexuality, etc.) without minimising the place of economic systems. 

Economic systems remain key to past and future analysis in South Africa given South Africa's reality of 'race as class' within 

successive periods of racial capitalism. The paper will reflect on this question within the contemporary post-apartheid South 

African context and will make reference to particular community-based work on particular biblical texts. 

Keywords: economics, class, Black theology, South Africa, community-based, Bible 
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‘Spiritual Theology’: Evelyn Underhill’s lived experience of Veni, Sancte Spiritus  

Robyn Wrigley-Carr, robyn.wrigley-carr@ac.edu.au, Alphacrucis University College 

Evelyn Underhill (1875-1941) was the first woman invited to lecture in theology at the University of Oxford, the first woman 

to lead British Anglican priests on retreat, plus she received an honorary doctorate from the University of Aberdeen. But 

despite these accolades, it was her published retreat talks and letters of spiritual direction that have been most celebrated over 

the decades. Perhaps this is because they provide us with her ‘lived’ theology – an experienced reality communicated through 

vivid metaphors, as she reflects upon intimate encounters with God and spiritual formation. For Underhill, ‘Come’ is the key-

word of our spiritual lives: Come Holy Spirit! Come Lord Jesus! Future theology will be enriched through expressions of 

‘spiritual theology’ – theology that explicitly focuses upon our human experience and encounters with God; ‘infused’ theology 

felt as lived reality as we are shaped to be-come more fully human. Such theology is concerned with spiritual formation and 

deeply reflects upon experiences of God– our human lives lived in relation to God. Underhill’s retreat talks, The Golden 

Sequence, reflect upon the ancient hymn, Veni Sancte Spiritus (Come Holy Spirit). The talks provide us with Underhill’s 

‘spiritual theology’ as she unpacks all she gradually came to ‘think, feel and know’ and ‘live through’ in relation to the Spirit, 

the spiritual life and spiritual formation. Though written nearly a century ago, Underhill provides us with a theology of be-

coming and prayer that is rich because it is deeply experiential. And alongside Underhill, we who are thirsty say, ‘Come!’ 

Keywords: Evelyn Underhill, spiritual theology, spiritual formation, Veni Sancte Spiritus, Holy Spirit 

‘Biblical studies and theology will meet: contemplation and imagination will kiss each other’ (Psalm 85:10 borrowed): A 

consideration of the warp and weft of future theologies 

Sally Douglas, sally.douglas@pilgrim.edu.au, Pilgrim Theological College 

In this post-Christendom context, as we live through the pressures of a global pandemic, as the impacts of the climate 

emergency confront us, as wars rage, and as we face increasing financial cuts in the academic sphere, it is brave to ask 

questions about the future of theology. Emerging from the intersection of biblical studies, early church studies, and theology, 

this paper invites us to look beyond the narratives of scarcity, status, and irrelevance, and into the horizon of integration, 

listening, and creativity. It will be argued that the silos between biblical studies and theology need to be dismantled, or, at the 

least, well-lit walkways between these silos need to be constructed. While recognising that ‘secular’ theology and biblical 

studies make important contributions within academia, it will be proposed that for people of Christian faith working in these 

fields, there is an imperative to reengage with practices of contemplation and imagination, alongside rigorous intellectual 

analysis. Furthermore, it will be argued that future theologies need to be compassionately aware of, and humbly responsive 

towards, the longings, anger, and hurt of those in the church, and those beyond the church, including those who despise us. In 

paying attention to the warp and weft of early church practices of theology and biblical studies, future theologies may yet find 

resources for cultivating, experiencing, and sharing authentic nourishment within the fabric of life, both within and beyond the 

church. 

Keywords: Biblical Studies, future theologies, imagination, contemplation, integration, attending, post-Christian 

Applying Theology to the Process of Planning for Future Places 

John Brunton, bruntons@bigpond.net.au, Charles Sturt University - School of Theology 

Urban and regional planning is the process people use to plan for the transformation of places. This paper establishes the 

relationship between theology and this future oriented process. A new comprehensive and integrated framework for planning 

derived from an interpretation of a theology of place is outlined. The paper provides three perspectives on the theme, future 

theology. Practical examples illustrate that this is not an abstract concept, but a mechanism enabling people to discern how to 

apply their creative skills to the process of creating better places within the kingdom of God. Places in the unfolding biblical 

narrative provide the foundation for this theological framework. Biblical interpretation verifies that future places can be defined 

and described by a complex multi-dimensional web of relationships. Relationships are central to the biblical concept 

of shalom, and essential for delivering wellbeing, and achieving the common good at future places. The theological framework 

adopts an innovative matrix structure which integrates relationships across five dimensions of a place with eight desirable or 

beneficial characteristics and qualities favourably depicted in the biblical texts. The paper shows that the planning process can 

achieve superior outcomes when this theologically derived framework is implemented. 

Keywords: Theology of place, urban and regional planning 

Theology’s Object: Athanasian Lessons for Orthodox Christianity and Science 

Doru Costache, dorucostache@iscast.org, ISCAST Institute for the Study of Christianity in an Age of Science and Technology 

Evidence indicates the growing reluctance of Orthodox Christians towards science, and I am not thinking only of their 

deplorable response to the pandemic. For example, certain Orthodox scientists believe that, while the natural world falls within 

the purview of science, which I do not debate, theology focuses upon God, morals, and holiness. Many Orthodox theologians 

would subscribe to this conviction wholeheartedly. It is with this perception of theology—as deprived of interest in nature—
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that I am concerned here. As a theologically trained Orthodox Christian, I find this attitude perplexing. As an academic 

working at the crossing of various disciplines, I find it counterproductive. The attitude in question makes difficult any 

conversations between scientists and theologians, or humanities scholars more broadly. To address this issue from the angle of 

my expertise, namely, patristic studies, I discuss the thinking of Athanasius of Alexandria (d. 373). In his Against the Gentiles 

and On the Incarnation, Athanasius argues that theological knowledge requires to explore human interiority, the cosmos, and 

scriptural testimonies. The cosmos, or the natural world, is far from uninteresting for a theologian. And, to understand the 

natural world, Athanasius relies upon the available sciences, while his interpretative lens remains anchored in faith. His 

approach provides useful insights for contemporary Orthodox academics, beyond the cultural gap separating him from our 

scientific age. With him, history shapes the course of future theology. It is the significance of this lesson that, ultimately, I 

ponder in this paper. 

Keywords: Athanasius of Alexandria, faith & science, natural world, Orthodox theology 

The Bible Is Not A Science Text Book, But . . . 

Charles Bruce Riding, eljireh8@hotmail.com, Presbyterian Church of Australia [retired], Aust. College of Theology [Alumnus] 

We hear the phrase, “The Bible is not a science textbook” so often that it has become a cliché. Clichés summarise a lot of 

thinking and contain a lot of different ideas for different people. Hence when we discuss it, we are often “speaking at cross 

purposes.” This article seeks to tease out the meaning of and develop the implications of this saying and in the process, clarify 

its meaning. The first step is to acknowledge that it is correct—the Bible is certainly not a science textbook. It is not a theology 

textbook either, although it contains a lot of theology—both good theology to believe and bad theology to avoid. Nor does it 

contain plain, objective history [if there is such a thing], but history told from God’s perspective, or history with an 

interpretation of the events that are narrated built into it. While saying what a thing is not is a good start, it should not be the 

end of the matter. We want to know what the Bible is. In particular, what is the Bible’s relationship/connection to the empirical 

sciences, if there is one, or if there is more than one? The way forward adopted in this article is to compare and contrast the 

Bible to two other books—a cookery recipe book and the novel “The Hunt For Red October.” Once this is done, several 

examples will be examined, exploring how the conclusions reached apply to some “scientific” data mentioned in the Bible. 

Keywords: science textbooks, Bible and empirical science, novels, recipe books 

The hidden cultural dimension in the science/religion dialogue 

Nicola Hoggard Creegan, hoggard.n@gmail.com, New Zealand Christians in Science 

John Brookes long ago argued that the science/religion dialogue is fraught because there is not one science and not one 

religion, but many forms of both. Christians have probably never been more divided on the overarching narrative of faith. Do 

we survive death, or get taken up into a shadowy liminal existence before resurrection? Similarly, are humans just bodies, or is 

there a spirit aspect? Is there a literal fall or is Genesis symbolic? On the one side, Christian churches deny evolution without 

ever mentioning it, or they resist it with tightly interweaving doctrines. On the other side scientists make religion almost a 

taboo. Evolutionary theory has only exacerbated and exaggerated previous post-reformation disputes. So, while there is now a 

rich literature on the subject of how one can be a Christian and a scientist at the same time, one might not be able to be 

a particular kind of Christian in science. Adopting science might require leaving a home community or family, and also 

experiencing alienation amongst one’s science colleagues as well. We should acknowledge that this is asking a great deal of 

people, especially the young, and that it is not surprising that many end up having to choose in spite of a now extensive 

literature on the dialogue. In this paper, I examine possible pathways forward beyond mere arguments: first of all 

acknowledging the pain, but also ascetic practices, ecological commitments and endeavours which might unite us and create a 

future space/culture hospitable to both disciplines 

Keywords: evolution, culture, science, religion, practices, ecology, doctrine 

The Dialectics of Place and Ministry Practice: Staying and Leaving, Roots and Routes, in Pastoral Practice 

Aden Cotterill, adencotterill@gmail.com, St Mark's National Theological Centre 

This paper, in three movements, explores how the concept of place—particularly the dialectics of place—might shape pastoral 

ministry and practice. Firstly, it engages with several theological interlocutors—e.g., John Inge, Stanley Hauerwas, Rowan 

Williams, Sarah Coakley, Wendell Berry—that argue pastoral ministry ought to be shaped by a commitment to long-term 

embeddedness in a place, a “politics of inhabitation.” Secondly, the paper proceeds to nuance this account by synthesising a 

range scholars across disciplines—e.g., Oliver O’Donovan, Jean-Yves Lacoste, Sam Gill, Michael Nausner—that argue there is 

a dialectics to place: staying and leaving, roots and routes, are crucial to our conception of and commitment to a place (N.B., 

Gill and Nausner draw this conclusion explicitly from attention to the Indigenous Australian context). But literature examining 

the intersection of place and pastoral ministry has often neglected this dialectic, focusing on inhabitation whilst saying little 

about leaving. Hence, thirdly and lastly, I attempt to address this shortcoming in the literature, integrating the dialectical nature 

of place into reflection on pastoral practice. I propose the concept of ‘pilgrimage’ as a way forward. In conversation with both 

the literature already surveyed and concrete examples, I argue that pilgrimage—both before and during pastoral placement—

can address the need for wandering or movement in the pastorate. It does so, though, without sacrificing the importance of 

inhabitation: pilgrimage, that is, truly accounts for the dialectics of place—roots and routes—in ministry practice. 
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Keywords: Place, Ministry, Pastoring, Pilgrimage, Inhabitation, The Dialectics of Place 

Conversion as ‘Creative Bumbling’ and Ministry Practices that Encourage It 

Emma Nicholls, emma-nicholls@outlook.com, Trinity College Queensland, Australian College of Theology 

Religious conversion has become a controversial (and, what some may consider, a quite unsavoury) discussion topic in post-

secular Western society and Christian ministry alike. At the same time, religious commitment faces a trajectory of decline in 

the West. Paradoxically, there is an increasing challenge to consider how ministry can help people initiate, develop, and grow 

in faith, and participate in church communities. The sociology of religious conversion provides a useful lens for leaning into 

the complexities and abounding opinions on this topic and developing more accurate descriptions of the ways and reasons why 

people move towards or away from religious commitment. By appreciating these nuances, scholars and ministry practitioners 

can pivot from traditional understandings of conversion as a single event, and develop a view of conversion as a non-linear, 

dynamic ‘career’ of events throughout a person’s lifetime. Conversion is thus seen as ‘creative bumbling’ that happens within  

the influence of a range of tensions and attractions. This paper will overview some key themes and major contours of the 

literature, before offering some reflections and recommendations for contemporary Christian ministry, including how ‘success’  

may be better imagined.   

Keywords: conversion, pastoral ministry, sociology of religious conversion 

Pastors’ Perceptions About Leadership in Ministry and their impact on Burnout? A Phenomenological Study 

Mark Webb, markw@insideoutpsychology.net, Alphacrucis University College 

Burnout of pastors in church-based ministry continues to occur despite efforts to stem it. The diminishing effectiveness and 

functioning of pastors are a threat to the church and society as a whole and can come at a significant financial and emotional 

cost to pastors, their families and all they serve. Despite efforts to identify the causes of burnout and features that would 

prevent it and build resilience, the problem and frequency continue. Most research has focused on internal and external factors, 

but very little has focused on underlying cultural and systemic issues. This study originated from the desire to explore pastors’ 

understandings of the leadership culture in ministry and whether there are connections that can be drawn with their experience 

of burnout. This study uses a qualitative phenomenological design to uncover the meaning and essence of pastors’ leadership 

experiences in ministry and the scope to which cultural understandings bind it. It is hypothesised that pastors’ cultural 

understandings of leadership in ministry are instrumental in influencing their ministry behaviour and subsequent determinants, 

leading to burnout. It is anticipated that these results will address a gap in the literature on pastoral burnout. Resulting in 

continued research by Australian theological colleges and denominational church leaders in developing more adaptive 

leadership models for pastors. 

Keywords: burnout, pastoral burnout, leadership, ministry, pastor, church, church leadership, leadership theory 

Can we discern God’s work in history? Providential pessimism in the work of John Milton 

Ben Myers, ben.myers@ac.edu.au, Alphacrucis University College 

Can we discern God’s providence in the great upheavals and turning points of history? The early work of John Milton (1608–

1674) is optimistic about the possibility of such providential discernment. Milton lived during one of the most turbulent periods 

of English history and was actively involved in the cause of revolution and social reform. His poems typically centre on a 

single moment in time, a moment of historical change that seems to illuminate the ultimate meaning and direction of history. 

After his revolutionary hopes had been shattered by the restoration of the monarchy, Milton came to see a much more complex 

connection between human history and divine providence. What history reveals, he now thought, is mostly a pattern of 

repetition and decline, with only ambiguous hints of God’s providential designs. Milton ends his great poem Paradise 

Lost with the reflection that belief in providence is not so much a species of knowledge as a practice of life in which believers 

entrust themselves to God’s care and take a stand for truth even when nothing, in this world, will come of it. My paper traces 

Milton’s movement from providential optimism to providential pessimism and argues for a conception of history in which even 

acts of divine intervention and divine revelation do not unambiguously alter the course of history. 

Keywords: Herman Bavinck, Romanticism, organic, systematic theology, aesthetics 

Recapitulation and Typology: Towards a common understanding across theological categories 

Philip Lock, philip@thelocks.net, Bible College of SA, Australian College of Theology 

Recapitulation theology has much in common with typology. They both see in Jesus and his work the fulfillment, completion, 

and perfection of what has come before, yet they lie in different theological categories, and there remains a question of how the 

systematic theology of recapitulation relates to typology, an element of hermeneutics and biblical theology. The doctrine of 

recapitulation, from its ancient Irenaean roots to its recent retrieval, teaches that all things—especially humanity—are 

recapitulated in Christ: he is the complete and telic human who sums up, defines, and represents perfect humanity; the telic 

prophet, priest, and king. The overlap with typology is obvious, as Christ’s role as recapitulator frequently lies in parallel with 

his role as antitype. However, differences remain: unlike recapitulation, not all typology has its immediate fulfilment in Christ, 

and in other cases the final antitypes may be found in the people of God rather than specifically in Christ himself. Furthermore, 
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it is debatable whether some aspects of recapitulation could be considered a legitimate type when read prospectively from their 

OT antecedents, while other aspects have no obvious typological counterpart. Recapitulation and typology—a systematic 

theology on one hand and a hermeneutic approach on the other— have much in common, but there remains little but silence on 

the relationship between them. This paper will argue for a natural affinity between them: the typological patterns found in 

scripture describe the metaphysical reality of the mystery of God’s eternal plan, to recapitulate all things in his son. 

Keywords: recapitulation typology systematic theology biblical theology hermeneutics 

The Importance of a Trinitarian Spirit-Christology for the Pentecostal Church 

Grant Buchanan, grant.buchanan@ac.edu.au, Alphacrucis University College 

The centrality of Christ to the Christian faith is without doubt, as Karl Barth asserts, the only true medium through which we 

can speak about God, and therefore ourselves. Much has been written on the person and work of Christ and, more specifically, 

on the relationship between Jesus and the Father, and the hypostatic union of the divine and human aspects of Jesus. However, 

the importance and role of the Holy Spirit in the ongoing person and work of the Incarnation remains contentious and is 

sometimes overlooked in Christological discussions. More recently a growing scholarly focus on Spirit Christology seeks to 

address this lack, including addressing some of the concerns rising from late 20th century attempts. This scholarship challenges 

elements of the traditional emphasis on Logos Christology that has predominated in systematics, especially where the place of 

the Holy Spirit in the person and work of Jesus Christ is minimised. It also seeks to articulate a more comprehensive Trinitarian 

approach to understanding the role of the Spirit in Christology. Significantly, given the emphasis on the Spirit in 

Pentecostalism, there have been some welcomed Pentecostal voices within this recent discussion. Nevertheless, there is still a 

tendency to either subordinate the Spirit in order to avoid displacing Christ, indicative of some previous Spirit-Christologies, or 

present the argument in inadequate lees than Trinitarian terms. This paper discusses some of these recent Pentecostal offerings 

in comparison with other recent scholarship and considers the value and importance of a well-developed Trinitarian Spirit-

Christology for Pentecostal worship and praxis. 

Keywords: Spirit-Christology, logos Christology, person and work of Christ, Holy Spirit, Pentecostalism 

“But who do you say I am?” The intersection of images of God, identity and mental wellbeing of young Pacific women 

Therese Lautua, therese.lautua@auckland.ac.nz, University of Auckland 

In Aotearoa New Zealand, there is a concerning lack of gendered, Pacific perspectives in theology and mental wellbeing, 

especially given that Pacific peoples have higher rates of suicide attempts and ideation compared to other ethnic groups. The 

growing recognition in society of the importance of caring for mental wellbeing indicates it is an issue that theologians and 

church communities will continue to grapple with in the future, especially coming out of the Covid-19 pandemic. Findings 

from qualitative interviews in 2018 of 64 Roman Catholic, mixed Pacific heritage, 17-24-year-old women are the basis of this 

discussion. First, an examination on navigating the challenges of being multi-ethnic and Pacific in Aotearoa such as 

intergenerational communication, language fluency and understandings of womanhood on social media and in Pacific feminist 

theology. The second section outlines the research participants perceptions of the Trinity and what they believed were positive 

images of God. It also summarises the women’s thoughts on the impact of images of God on mental wellbeing. The final 

section looks to the future of theological anthropology through contextual theology and how a renewed emphasis on Social 

Trinitarianism in church communities might speak into the experiences of not only multi-ethnic, Pacific Catholic women, but 

also inspire families to reflect more deeply on how they talk about who God is. 

Keywords: images of God, multi-ethnic Pacific, mental wellbeing, Aotearoa 

A future theology for human ageing: integrating the science, abandoning old models, and building a positive mindset 

for embracing an ageing life. 

David James Hooker, davidhooker@iscast.org, ISCAST 

The worldwide surge in the number of elderly people presents an enormous economic and ethical challenge, while ageism, 

aversion against the elderly, and age-related anxiety reveal a humanity struggling to accept the aged and the ageing process. 

Unfortunately, traditional Christian theology has often connected ageing with the presence of sin in the world or has seen it 

simply as a problem to be overcome, or has ignored it. This paper proposes a future Christian theology that, first, integrates the 

science of ageing. The molecular biology of ageing invites theology to reassess the ageing process as a symphony of 

coordinated processes built into the human body, supporting the idea that ageing is “creationally good.” Nevertheless, this idea 

is challenged by the influential model of the Cosmic Fall in traditional theology, which implicates humanity’s first sin in 

effecting ageing. The second part of this paper proposes an alternative: Cosmic Disintegration, which overcomes the 

shortcomings of the Cosmic Fall model while also stressing the fundamental and persistent goodness of God’s creation, 

including that of human ageing. Thirdly, a future theology that proposes human ageing as creationally good promotes a much 

more positive and constructive attitude to ageing, serving as part of a foundation upon which to build a positive pastoral 

theology both for embracing life and for giving glory to God in our older years. 
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The Mourning Mother: The Use and Abuse of Female Grief Experience in the Hebrew Bible and Australian Colonial 

History 

Barbara Deutschmann, barbara.deutschmann206@gmail.com, University of Divinity 

In the Hebrew Bible, the experience of motherhood is little narrated. One aspect of maternal life, however, that of women 

mourning the loss of children, is employed to strong effect. The grief of Eve, Hagar, Rachel, Rizpah, the woman of Tekoa, and 

Naomi over loss (or potential loss) of children is narrated in powerful detail and plays a part in wider stories. This paper will 

look at one example, that of the mourning woman of Tekoa in 2 Sam 14:1–24, suggesting that the dissident voice of the woman 

alludes to the Cain and Abel story of Genesis 4 to warn against unfettered violence in David’s kingdom. The paper brings this 

story into conversation with the depiction of the maternity of Aboriginal women in the Australian colonial context. In contrast 

to that of the mourning woman of Tekoa, the maternity of Aboriginal women was repudiated, and their mourning disavowed. 

The interruption of the mother-child relationship through widespread child removal served the purposes of the white colonial 

project with the result that their mothers’ mourning had little impact on the national conscience or the national story. 

Keywords: Hebrew Bible, mourning mother, maternal, Rachel Tekoa, indigenous 

Reconsidering Aquinas' Theodicy on the Book of Job: Rehabilitating God or Domesticating the Message? 

Marshall Scott, scottsontheroad@gmail.com, Sydney Missionary & Bible College, Australian College of Theology 

Thomas Aquinas proposed that there are two desires of love: a desire for the good of the beloved and a desire for union with 

the beloved. And the greatest good for any human being is union with God. Eleanore Stump applies his theodicy to Job's 

suffering, arguing that it led to his ultimate flourishing in enhancing his union with God. Therefore, God is justified in allowing 

Job to suffer "for nothing" (Job 2:3). This offers an attractive option for those who are concerned to rehabilitate Yahweh’s 

reputation. But the grounds for maintaining such a view from the text are exegetically thin. Nothing in the book attempts to 

ameliorate the shocking truth that God is incited to act against Job “for nothing” (חנם). Any attempt at a theodicy in the book of 

Job is going against the grain of the message of the book. And so, even though the reader is a party to the reason for Job’s 

suffering - to win the wager - from Yahweh’s own admission, there is no reason that human beings can ever begin to 

understand. That is not to say that God has no reason in afflicting Job. The theophany points to a deeper justice, upon which 

God's world operates. Part of the lesson from the theophany is that Job learns to trust in Yahweh and his goodness without ever 

understanding why he suffers. He learns to trust despite losing everything. The power of the theophany is diminished if the 

shocking statement, “God is incited against Job for nothing (חנם)” is diminished. 

Keywords: Aquinas, theodicy, Eleanore Stump, Franciscan knowledge, Calvin, double justice, Barth, hiddenness of God 

“There is grace…on the way…for those compelled to walk in darkness.” The Journey of Habakkuk: Participating in the 

narrative of righteous suffering.       Samuel Wan, samwan.13@gmail.com, Independent Scholar 

The book of Habakkuk has been seen in scholarship as incoherent to eclectic because of its disparate uses of forms and genres 

within the three short chapters. Yet, tying the use of lament, complaint, implication, prophecy and praise, is an intent that 

guides the reader. This paper argues that by examining the book through a rhetorical and narratival lens to assess how the 

disparate parts of Habakkuk serve to achieve its purpose we can further understand it’s theological and pastoral place in the 

canonical community. Readers are lulled into eavesdropping the dialogue between the prophet and YHWH, an 

‘autobiographical’ dialogue that has a plot and journey that is at the one-time familiar and unknown. Like any good story, the 

book of Habakkuk guides readers into this strange and unsuspecting journey that is filled with foreshadowing, twists and word 

play, lulling them to suspend disbelief and embark on a journey of vicarious suffering. The three short chapters, engages 

repeatedly in the nature of theodicy and deus absconditus in the form of a story, thus (re)creating possible practical theodicy 

postures for the reader to have faith and ensuring the continued existence of the faith community as it faces the reality of a 

‘now-and-not-yet’ eschatological existence. For, “There is grace…on the way…only it is hard to see and hard to grasp for those 

compelled to walk in darkness.” 

Keywords: Habakkuk, theodicy, rhetorical analysis, narrative analysis, practical theodicy, reader-response hermeneutics, 

theological interpretation of scripture 

Interpreting the Definition of Chalcedon 

James Rutherford, james.rutherford@student.moore.edu.au, Moore Theological College 

Several authors have argued that Chalcedon is seldom read well. Most recently, Bruce L. McCormack states that “we must not 

rest content with repeating words whose significance we have only dimly understood.” This raises an important question, how 

do we go about understanding the words of the Definition of Chalcedon? This paper argues that when read in the context of the 

Greek Acts of Chalcedon, three reading strategies are presented for the Definition’s interpretation. First, the Definition is 

presented as a particular application of the Nicene Creed, second, several authorities are presented for interpreting the Nicene 

tradition, and third, the Definition indicates that the primary appeal for interpretation should be made to Cyril's two conciliar 

letters in conjunction with Leo's Tome. 

Keywords: Chalcedon, Christology, interpretation, the Definition of Chalcedon 
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In a scanner darkly: Engaging technology theologically through science fiction 

Stephen Garner, sgarner@laidlaw.ac.nz, Laidlaw College, New Zealand 

Science fiction plays an important role in exploring the impact of science and technology on human beings and the world 

around us, as well as serving as a mirror reflecting contemporary societies and cultures. In doing this many popular science 

fiction narratives provide a safe space to ask critical questions about our current world, and to what extent technology and 

human technological agency compromise our essential humanness. Many of these narratives are framed within the context of 

catastrophe often rooted in a general negativity regarding technology, and more specifically, with unwise or overtly destructive 

technological agency located in human self-interest and hubris. As such, these science fiction narratives, as well as other 

everyday narratives and experiences of science and technology, raise existential questions concerning human life in both 

present and future contexts. If our theology is to be comprehensive for faith and life, then these questions and the contexts form 

a locus for critical theological reflection and agency, especially as the questions and issues raised often connect to perennial 

matters of human-divine relationships, social justice, love of neighbour, and everyday understandings of human persons and 

our world. This paper will argue that while the portrayal of most post-catastrophic popular science fiction seeks to align 

technology with the dehumanising of persons, other science fiction narratives provide the space to reflect theologically on the 

ambiguity of technological development and whether technology might itself be a vehicle for human flourishing in all its 

dimensions including spiritually. 

Keywords: science fiction, future theology, science, technology, social justice, human agency 

Spiritual Hunger in the Age of Church Attendance Decline 

Maya Krayneva, mkrayneva@sheridan.edu.au, Sheridan Institution of Higher Education 

The Church has demonstrated a positive effect on all areas of society including education, science, economy, politics, and 

health (Modise, 2018). Church attendance amongst youth results in a positive outlook on life, improved self-esteem, and better 

economic performance (Mohanty, 2021). Despite the numerous benefits of attending church, churches of all dominations are 

experiencing a decline in church attendance (Sumpter, 2019; Van der Merwe et al., 2013). This decline varies between different 

denominations. The greatest decline in church attendance is has been recorded in traditional churches that follow a set pattern 

of service orders and rituals (Pickering, 2010). A study by Altemeyer (2009) also reports a steady decline of “organised 

religion” in many Western nations. Multiple studies indicate that spiritual and soul hunger is real, and many seek God 

(Pickering, 2010). Nevertheless, one of the key complaints among young adults for not attending worship services is that they 

experience churches as “boring” (Irish, 2017). This often leads to them looking for alternative, often unhealthy, forms of 

excitement (Hughes, 2015). The “boring” aspect of a church is quite puzzling: 

• If people wondered at Jesus’ words (Luke 4:22, KJV), how can a church made of individuals in His likeness be 

“boring”? 

• And how can a church avoid falling into the trap of becoming another entertainment venue as she seeks to spiritually 

engage with people in the way Jesus did? 

This paper examines the tension that exists between observed liturgy practices and practices of Jesus, religious rituals and 

authentic experiences with God, and external (public) and internal (personal) realities. It also aims to identify possible causes of 

church attendance decline and presents future direction for this (and related) research. 

Keywords: church attendance, spiritual hunger, boring church 

Thinking out Loud about Christian Spiritual Education 

Stuart Devenish, devenishstuart@gmail.com, Citipointe Ministry College 

The central argument of this paper is that since spirituality is the impulse that underwrites Anselm’s observed movement of 

“faith seeking understanding” that becomes what we call theology, if we want more theologians and better theology … the first 

step is to teach people living in the post-secular age not simply what to believe – but how to believe. This is in keeping with 

Edith Humphrey’s notion of “when the Holy Spirit meets the human spirit.” Central to this process is the rediscovery of a 

language which I’m calling the language of the soul, to produce a curriculum for the interior life which is based on a dictionary 

of Christianity’s lost words. Four questions lie behind this approach. First – will post-secular pilgrims (Christian and otherwise) 

discover that Christianity has something to offer in this space after all? Second – does Christianity have the courage and will to 

make changes to its present educational offerings? Third – will theological education/colleges make room for spiritual 

education in its curricula? And fourth – is it possible that the Christian faith might make an education-led recovery to avert 

what appears to be its inevitable collapse in Western society? 

Keywords: theological reflection, spiritual education, language, pedagogy, curriculum 

The pneumatology of Kierkegaard's Anti-Climacus and the future of discipleship after Christendom. 

Matt Aroney, matt.aroney@neac.com.au, University of Aberdeen 

mailto:sgarner@laidlaw.ac.nz
mailto:mkrayneva@sheridan.edu.au
mailto:devenishstuart@gmail.com
mailto:matt.aroney@neac.com.au


   

ANZATS 2022 conference program  28 

Søren Kierkegaard's complex authorship was all about re-articulating what it meant to be a Christian as the failure of 

Christendom unfolded in his native Denmark. As a prophetic theological voice at a secular crossroads, he is an under-utilised 

asset in working out the future of discipleship. Kierkegaard's pseudonym Anti-Climacus presents a remarkable 

pneumatological description of the Christian life in his books The Sickness Unto Death and Practice in Christianity: the Holy 

Spirit directs the heart of believers to the glory of Christ while summoning them into his cruciform likeness. This is simply a 

re-iteration of older pietistic visions of faith in many ways. Yet, Anti-Climacus’ unique emphasis is on how this occurs in the 

ordinary course of a disciple’s life. So, in a secular age, the disciple needs to be conscious of the ongoing mediatory work of 

the Spirit, who is transforming believers into the image of Christ through the mundane aspects of life. Though the cultural 

moment has changed, the person of the Father is still forming children for himself through all aspects of life. The future of 

discipleship requires an articulation of a Triune of vision of life. The Father is forming the image of his Son in his children by 

the working of his mighty Spirit. 

Keywords: pneumatology, discipleship, transformation, Kierkegaard 

Economic Theodicy 

Paul Oslington, paul.oslington@ac.edu.au, Alphacrucis University College 

COVID19 has reaffirmed, like the 2007 financial crisis, the inability of contemporary economics to deal with economic 

suffering.   Its only analytical category for suffering is lack of commodities, and the only solution is more growth to deliver 

more commodities.  Contemporary economics is naive about evil, offers a deformed account of scarcity, and false hopes for 

understanding and relieving suffering. Economics inadequate account of suffering is of wider cultural concern because 

economics is the master language of contemporary western culture. Especially so in Australia. This paper discusses 

contemporary economics account of suffering, then turns to the history of economic thought to consider the theologically 

informed accounts of suffering offered by Adam Smith, TR Malthus and their followers. It concludes by considering whether 

an adequate theologically informed account of economic suffering can be offered, and how this might fit into the larger 

theological debate about theodicy. 

I do not think that text means what you think it means: Psalm 139, hermeneutics, and the ethics of abortion 

Andrew Sloane, andrews@morling.edu.au, Morling College/Aust. College of Theology/ University of Divinity 

Key texts in the Hebrew Bible, play an important role in justifying a conservative (‘pro- life’) abortion ethic. Texts such as 

Psalm 139 are frequently appealed to as providing important warrants for the belief that human personal existence begins at 

conception, and, in concert with the presumed wrongness of taking an innocent human life, thus support pro-life ethical 

conclusions about the wrongness of abortion. Drawing on the hermeneutics of poetry, and epistemological matters related to 

their function as a theological resource, I argue that Psalm 139 does not (and probably cannot) do the work that advocates of a 

conservative pro-life abortion ethic need it to do. I begin by noting the significance of Psa. 139:13–16 in discussions of the 

ethics of termination of pregnancy, before turning to careful exegesis of the text in light of recent work in Psalms scholarship. I 

contend that the principal illocutions of the Psalm are first personal and relational, and do not entail the kinds of claims that a 

conservative ‘anti-abortion’ ethic requires. Those entailments do have implications for medicine and bioethics, which I briefly 

explore, but do not allow us to claim that human personal life begins at conception. Psalm 139, I conclude, ought to stay out of 

the abortion debate. 

Keywords: Abortion, ethics, Psalms studies, hermeneutics 

The absent father and the rebellious son: Psalm 80:9–19 as an extension of blame-fixing in the Asaph Psalms 

David Ray, david.cameron.ray@gmail.com, Ridley College, Australian College of Theology 

Positive readings of communal lament Psalm 80 as an independent poetic unit have produced interpretations emphasising its 

divine motifs and messianic overtones. By contrast, this study approaches the text within its more subdued co-text in the 

middle of the Asaph Psalms (Psalms 50, 73–83). Following on from diametrically opposed Psalms 78 and 79, which present 

Judah first as the carefully tended flock of God and then as food for vultures at the fall of Jerusalem, the central argument is 

that the voice of the psalmists both complain to God over the Collective’s predicament and concurrently imply that the 

Collective’s own rebellious nature is the divine motivation behind allowing it to suffer the natural consequences of its own 

behaviour. Evidence is drawn from a variety of syntactic, semantic and poetic features of the psalm, namely the character of 

past monarchic generations of Israel as a “wild” vine, the double meaning of the term פקד “to examine” the supposedly 

innocent son and the supposed father-son motif. It is advanced that verses 9–19 continues a trend of fixing blame on past 

generations by the Asaphite psalmists, who attempt to distinguish the contemporary generation of Israel as being innocent and 

thereby call out to God for vindication, resolved only by the judgment of all generations by means of invocatio dei. 

Keywords: Psalms, Asaph, פקד, vine
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Developing Rituals for a 21st Century World 

Michelle Eastwood, michelle.eastwood@alc.edu.au, Australian Lutheran College 

As society moves further away from church-based worship and liturgical forms, there emerges an opportunity to consider how 

liturgists can contribute to developing rituals to meet the ongoing spiritual needs of the community. These rituals may include 

traditional rites of passage such as births, marriages and deaths (or hatches, matches and despatches). They may also address 

other life events such as pregnancy and infant loss, menarche and menopause, and divorce. This paper will consider some 

broad frameworks for developing ritual and liturgies outside the framework of traditional ecclesial practices and discuss the 

way these rites may be made accessible to a broad cross-section of society. This paper is connected to discussions that arose at 

the recent Australian Academy of Liturgy conference looking to the development of a book of contemporary liturgies for use 

within a contemporary Australian context. 

Keywords: ritual, contemporary society, Australia, liturgy 

Towards A Missional Reading of Choral Evensong’s ‘Ministry of the Word’ 

Andrew Esnouf, aesnouf@gmail.com, Ridley College, Australian College of Theology 

The Anglican service of Choral Evensong has reportedly grown in popularity in recent years, both in the United Kingdom and 

beyond. This increased prevalence and esteem have been attributed to participants’ appreciation of the service’s musical 

sophistication, an affinity for tradition, and the ‘ritual openness’ of the liturgy, in which participants can ‘generate their own 

meanings’. In this paper, I will begin the task of articulating a missional reading of Choral Evensong’s ‘Ministry of the Word’, 

which consists of the Psalm, Old Testament lesson, Magnificat, New Testament lesson, Nunc dimittis, and Apostles Creed. 

This missional reading will make explicit the understanding of both the mission of God (the missio Dei) and the mission of 

God’s people which derives from the missio Dei, implicit within the ‘Ministry of the Word’ section of Choral Evensong’s 

liturgy. The Missio Dei implicit within the liturgy will be shown to be broad in scope, inclusive in nature, revealed through 

Christian scripture, and celebrated in the rehearsal of salvation history. 

Keywords: Missio Dei, missional reading, choral evensong 

By invitation only: the unexpected silencing of the Spirit 

Rosemary Huf, rhiggerson@gmail.com, Bible College SA, Australian College of Theology 

Where are their voices? In 2017, NAIITS (in partnership with Whitley College), started offering specialised PhD programs for 

Indigenous Australians. In 2020, over 280 students graduated from Higher Degree Research (HDR) programs across Australia 

and New Zealand. Here is the issue. In forgetting to integrate graduates and those ‘outside the system’ into the theological 

academy through conference participation and publishing, we have unintentionally limited the number and type of voices that 

contribute to these spaces. This paper outlines the three most valuable demographic profiles that for the future of the 

theological academy, it cannot afford to overlook. They are HDR graduates (such as those with MDiv, Honours etc.), 

Indigenous scholars, and independent scholars. This paper constructs a profile of each of the above demographic groups, 

including barriers to inclusion in conference and publishing opportunities, using statistical analysis and qualitative methods. 

Each profile has much to offer the academy, but depending on conference or publication prerequisites, our HDR graduates have 

minimal opportunities to contribute their research when, as Slaughter (2015) says, they should be ‘leaning in’. Our Australian 

Aboriginal Christian leaders have similar barriers and are hence unable to contribute their unique biblical perspective. 

Additionally, our independent scholars are often self-funded contributors who use honorary affiliations to publish. The desired 

outcome of this paper is to gather parties interested in shaping future spaces on the conference and academic publishing 

platform and to workshop solutions that directly lead to the increase of participation by these profiles in future conferences and 

publications. 

Keywords: inclusion, inequality, systematic exclusion, institutional bias, publishing, future voices, academic affiliation 

Christian Not-for-Profit Leadership in an Increasingly Secular Australia 

Paul Oslington, paul.oslington@ac.edu.au, Alphacrucis University College 

Australian secularism of a characteristically pragmatic kind is demonstrated in the historical partnership between the state and 

churches in delivering education and social services. While the quantum of social services (and schooling) delivered through 

such partnerships has been increasing in recent years, changes in the nature of these arrangements, especially in the contracts 

between the state and the church organisations delivering the services is threatening the long-term future of the pragmatic 

partnership model. Without the freedom to express a robust Christian identity it is questionable whether these arrangements can 

still be described as partnerships. After discussing the historical context and describing these recent changes the paper focuses 

on the issue of leadership development for Christian social service organisations where the tensions are perhaps the most 

intense. The tensions over leadership development are also interesting from a historical point of view because they are at the 

intersection of social services sector and our higher education system with its sharp division between church-run theological 

education for Christian ministry and public universities where training in leadership and management has traditionally 
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occurred. Some ways out of the current dilemmas of leadership development in the Christian social services sector are 

suggested. 

Keywords: leadership, social services, higher education 

The Kingdom of God: Bonhoeffer’s Worldly Christianity for the Anthropocene 

Dianne Rayson, dianne.rayson@newcastle.edu.au, The University of Newcastle 

This paper uses Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s theology of the kingdom of God to explore Christian life in the Anthropocene: the age of 

human disruption of the Earth System. Using the 1932 lecture, “Thy Kingdom Come: The Prayer of the Church-Community 

for God’s Kingdom on Earth”, it explores Bonhoeffer’s posited problems of otherworldliness and secularity and their 

ramifications for living through the climate crisis. It draws on Bonhoeffer’s creation theology, especially as articulated in 

Creation and Fall (1937) and in particular his notion of ambiguity. Writing from prison in 1944, Bonhoeffer penned some 

notes for a non-realised future book. He asked, “what if Christianity were not a religion at all?” and notes, “worldly 

nonreligious interpretation of Christian concepts”, notions that build on his Ethics (fragments, 1940-43). This paper pushes 

worldly Christianity and suggests that Earthly Christianity is a richer and more suitable construct in the Anthropocene. Earthly 

Christianity is ecologically informed and alert to the ambiguous notion of time: deep geological time and the urgency of 

ceasing carbon pollution this decade. It relies on Bonhoeffer’s Kingdom of God being both present and future oriented but not 

otherworldly either temporally or spatially. Finally, Earthly Christianity is spatially grounded. The paper concludes by 

reflecting on the colonial heritage of stolen land and the inherent loss of ancient traditions of relationality and responsibility to 

land. Bonhoeffer’s reliance on these two ethical frames provides a way in to exploring what it means to develop a grounded 

Earthly Christianity in this land now called Australia. 

Keywords: Anthropocene, creation, climate, kingdom of God, eschaton, responsibility, relationality 

Forgiveness and the newness of Christian ethics 

Andrew Errington, andrew.errington@neac.com.au, Anglican diocese of Sydney / Charles Sturt University 

From its beginning, Christian faith, and Christian reflection on ethics, has been oriented by an awareness that 

something new had appeared: ‘new wine must be put into fresh wineskins’ (Luke 5.38). Christian theology is in one sense 

fundamentally future theology – a theology driven by this awareness of a kingdom of God opened up within the present. 

However, almost from the beginning this newness has also been a focus of contention, because of the ways in which it can be 

understood to call into question the authority of the Torah and of the created order; and those who have drunk of this old wine 

tend to think that, ‘the old is good’ (Luke 5.39)! Any future theology must, therefore, come to terms with the way in which it is 

positioned in relation to these past disputes, and to the past of salvation history. This paper draws on an illuminating contrast 

between Thomas Aquinas’s account of the new law and the Dutch theologian Hermann Bavinck’s Reformed ethics in order to 

highlight the importance and shape of this question of newness. It then argues that the practice of forgiveness and its centrality 

in Jesus’ moral teaching provides an instructive and often overlooked point from which to clarify the kind of newness 

Christianity must be faithful to. It concludes by suggesting how this may clarify the political posture of Christian ethics. 

Keywords: ethics, forgiveness, newness, creation, law 

The Politics of Blood and the Hope of Resurrection. The Birthday Celebrations of Herod Antipas in Eschatological 

Perspective 

Peter Bolt, PeterB@scd.edu.au, Sydney College of Divinity 

Although the account of the birthday celebrations of Herod Antipas clearly concerns the demise of John the Baptist (Mark 

6:14–29; Matt 14:1–12[13]; cf. Luke 9:7–9 and Josephus, Ant. 18:116–119), how does it serve the christocentric and 

eschatological focus of the Gospels? This paper explores this tragic event as an expression of the politics of blood that is 

integral to human ideology, according to apocalyptic perspective. Herod’s ‘kingdom’ of blood stood in the way of the kingdom 

of God, announced by the Baptist and brought near by the coming of the Messiah. The good news continues to proclaim that 

the cycle of celebrating the past triumphs of death is now broken by the eschatological hope of resurrection. 

Keywords: John the Baptist, Herod Antipas, politics of death, hope of resurrection, apocalyptic, eschatology 

A Matter of Life & Death: Exploring the Conflict between the Holy Spirit (within Jesus) & Impure Spirits in the Gospel 

of Luke 

John D. Griffiths, john.griffiths@ac.edu.au, Alphacrucis University College 

This paper seeks to explore the exorcisms in the Gospel of Luke (Lk 4:31-37, 4:41, 8:26-39, 9:37-43), arguing that Luke 

creates numerous links between these exorcism stories and Gabriel’s visit to Mary (Luke 1:26-38), which indicates that it is the 

Holy Spirit within Jesus that enables him to cast out impure spirits. During Gabriel’s announcement of Jesus’ coming birth in  

Luke 1:26-38, Gabriel states that Jesus will be called the son of the Most High (Luke 1:32), and the son of God (1:35). 

However, throughout the rest of the Gospel of Luke, it is only impure spirits (or demons) which call Jesus by these titles; as 

impure spirits call Jesus the Holy One from God (4:34), the son of God (4:41), and the son of the Most High God (8:28). 
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Therefore, this paper seeks to explore the implicit connection between Gabriel’s announcement that the Holy Spirit will come 

upon Mary (1:35) with Jesus’ ability to cast out impure spirits. This paper will draw out this implicit connection through the 

lens of ritual impurity, as impurity is often associated with death, while the Holy Spirit is understood as the bearer of life. 

Therefore, it will be argued that the exorcism narratives in the Gospel of Luke can be viewed as a conflict between the Holy 

Spirit (in Jesus) and impure spirits. A conflict where holiness (through the Holiness of the Spirit of God) removes spiritual 

impurity (demons). A conflict where life (the Holy Spirit) trumps death (impure spirits). 

Keywords: Gospel of Luke, exorcisms, Holy Spirit 

 

 


