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Editorial

Welcome to the December 2019 issue of Colloquium. If I had to uncover themes in 

this issue’s articles, I would, I think, point to interdisciplinary integration and also 

contextualisation for the Australian church. One advantage of a general theology 

journal such as Colloquium is the opportunity to include articles which seek to bridge 

the divides between sub-disciplines and fields. In Jeffrey Aernie’s article, ‘Theological 

Grit: The Convergence of Deliberate Practice and Christian Discipleship’, we find 

a relating of the modern psychological notion of grit into the field of Christian 

discipleship. In doing so, Aernie posits a new concept of “theological grit—the 

capacity to exhibit intentional persistence in practising the paradoxical narrative of 

Jesus’s death and resurrection.”1

Also to some degree interdisciplinary in nature, and also focussed on 

discipleship, is Sally Douglas’ article ‘“I Desire Mercy Not Sacrifice”: How Soteriology 

Constructs Discipleship—A Test Case’. So, as Douglas contrasts mercy and sacrifice 

soteriologies, she uses the recent research of Julia Baird and Hayley Gleeson into 

domestic and family violence in Australian religious communities as a serious 

example of the potential impact of soteriology on discipleship. 

A third article with an interdisciplinary aspect is that of Katherine Rainger, 

‘When History Haunts: Constitutional change, The Tracker (Rolf de Heer, 2002) and 

Matthew 2’. Rainger incorporates perspectives from film, Australian society, and the 

New Testament. In doing so, she offers her own perspective on how we might take 

account of our history of colonialism within Australia, and through listening, move 

forward into a shared future. 

A fourth article also keeps us within the Australian context, but this time 

examining an ecclesiology that was developed within Australia. In ‘Un-missional 

Church? Knox-Robinson Ecclesiology and the Mission of the Local Church’, Tim 

Silberman brings Knox-Robinson ecclesiology into conversation with missional 

1 Jeffrey W. Aernie in this issue, p.24.
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church voices. In doing so, he seeks to examine a significant Australian example of 

how ecclesiology affects mission within and through the local church.

After these interdisciplinary and contextualised articles, this issue is rounded 

out by two articles which engage in the close detail of thoughtful New Testament 

research. ‘Jewish Circumcision and Gentile Circumspection: “Made by Human 

Hands” as Gentile Boasting in Eph 2:11’ by Benjamin Hudson, arguing for a fresh 

reading of Ephesians 2:11. Finally, U-Wen Low gives us a reading of the angels in 

Revelation which examines their possible Graeco-Roman associations, in ‘Praecones 

and the Trumpet-Bearing Angels of Revelation.’

Usually in this second issue of the year, I draw your attention to the theme of 

the following year’s ANZATS conference. However, in 2020, the ANZATS conference 

is being held in conjunction with the SBL International Meeting in Adelaide, and thus 

does not have a separate, specific theme. It is a wonderful opportunity though, to 

meet with scholars from across the region and beyond our own ANZATS community, 

so I hope to see many of you there. 

Megan Powell du Toit,  
Editor


