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For this issue, I owe thanks to my associate editor, John McDowell, who conceived 

the idea for the issue and offered it to Colloquium. He also acted as guest editor for 

this issue. I commend his editorial to you, which serves as more than an introduction 

to this issue. Rather, John has provided an introduction to the history of reading 

Barth, and how an attentive and thoughtful reader should read him today. It is in 2018, 

as John mentions, the fiftieth anniversary of Barth’s death, and the centenary of the 

first edition of his commentary on Romans. Thus this was a perfect time for a Barth 

focussed issue, and John, as associate editor of Colloquium and also a Barth scholar, a 

very fitting guest editor.  

 One regret shared by both John and myself about this issue is that none of 

the contributors of articles are women. John McDowell makes reference to this in his 

guest editorial in this issue, noting that “this highlights a crucial question that sits as 

something of an elephant in the room—what is it about Barth that tends to attract 

predominantly male theologians, and white male theologians at that?” He then further 

particularises this question to ask “what is it about Barth’s reception in Australasia 

that has attracted, and continues to fascinate, almost exclusively male Australasian 

theologians?”1

 This last question needs to be understood in an Australian context in which 

female participation in the theological academy is low in general. Recent research (of 

which I was a co-author) examined data on female participation from the largest of 

the three major Australian theological consortia, the Australian College of Theology, 

making some comparisons with another of those consortia, the University of Divinity. 

This revealed below parity female participation in theological education at all levels, 

with participation rates decreasing at higher levels.2 Further investigation is warranted 

1 John McDowell, Guest Editorial, this issue.

2 Kara Martin, Megan Powell du Toit, Jill Firth, and Moyra Dale, “Women in Theological Education in the ACT in Twenty-First Century 
Australia,” in Theological Education: Foundations, Practices, and Future Directions, ed. Andrew M. Bain and Ian Hussey, ACT Monograph 
Series (Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 2018).
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both into what deters women from theological study in general in Australia, and also, 

as John suggests, into why certain areas of theological study, such as Barth, appear to 

be even less likely to be studied by women in the Australian context. 

   Thinking of Barth also brings to mind the issue of female collaboration 

in theology. Barth’s collaboration with Charlotte von Kirchbaum has long been 

discussed and formed the subject of a book by Suzanne Selinger, a Barthian and 

feminist.3 How often have women been less recognised theological conversation 

partners? How have their voices, mediated through a man, contributed to his theology, 

and by extension the ongoing conversation that is theology? This is a reminder that 

theology isn’t solely the outcome of the individual ponderings of one person, but the 

conversations of persons in community. How could theology better recognise and 

even celebrate this conversational foundation? 

 And here I come back to considering this issue, and the benefit of inviting a 

group of scholars to contribute to a themed issue of a journal. Such a project gives us 

the basis for a conversation, and the ability to listen to the different voices together 

and let them inform and enrich each other. I invite you to the conversation within the 

pages of this issue. It is my hope that we will be able to do this more in the future with 

Colloquium, with some responses made by contributors to each other as well. 

 Colloquium is also the journal of ANZATS. ANZATS holds an annual 

conference which provides a place each year for Australasian scholars of theology to 

come together and converse both formally and informally. I hope to see many of you 

at the conference in July, and continue conversation there. 

3 Suzanne Selinger, Charlotte von Kirschbaum and Karl Barth : a study in biography and the history of theology, The Penn State Series in Lived 
Religious Experience (University Park, Pa.: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1998).


