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Editorial

This issue incorporates addresses and a paper from the ANZATS 2017 conference, 

which was held in Adelaide in July of that year. This would normally have been 

published in the first issue of 2018, but instead, we published a special Barth issue for 

the 100th anniversary of the publication of his Romans commentary and the 50th 

anniversary of his death.  

The central theme of the 2017 conference addressed the related concepts of 

kinship, family, community and identity. The two plenary speakers were Dr Lynn 

Cohick of Denver Seminary (then of Wheaton College) and Dr Stephen Barton 

of Durham University. Both speakers have kindly supplied one of their keynote 

addresses for this issue. 

We open with Barton’s address on “Kinship, Marriage and Family: Learning 

from Tradition.” This address covers the view on marriage of western church history, 

starting in the New Testament Period, moving through the church fathers, and then 

in four ecclesial traditions, up to the start of modernity. He makes the case that our 

conversation about marriage needs to be ongoing. He also argues we should resist 

the temptations to yearn for an idealised past and to reduce the multiple narratives 

to a single one. He ends by configuring marriage around the embracive concept of 

hospitality. 

From here we narrow our focus to that of marriage in first-century families, 

in Cohick’s address “‘What’s Love Got to Do with It?’ Marriage in First-Century 

Families”. Cohick weaves evocative references to contemporary popular culture into 

an examination of the role of love and gender roles in first-century marriage within 

both the wider culture and that of Christian marriage. She posits that particularly men 

might hope for love within marriage in the wider culture, but that social rank played 

a large role within marriage. She then looks at the first letter to the Corinthians, and 

suggests that in contrast Paul outlines marriages characterised by sacrificial love and 

the dismantling of social hierarchies. 
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Both these addresses, though based within history, have much to say to our 

own practice of, and discourse around marriage today. The third address from the 

conference published in this issue is the Presidential address by then President 

of ANZATS, Associate Professor Rob McIver of Avondale College. This address, 

“Theological Education in Australia: The Past and Present as Possible Indicators of 

Future Trends”, speaks to an issue at the forefront of many minds in the theological 

academy today. That is, given the many challenges facing contemporary theological 

education, what does its future look like? He helpfully situates this within the 

historical context of Australian theological education, and examines the present data. 

Although he notes several uncertainties, he points to the demonstrated resilience 

of the theological education in Australia as an encouragement to those of within 

this field. 

The final article arising from this conference is “Not Who They Seem: 

Community and Identity in the Seven Churches of Revelation” by Jon Newton.  He 

sees the seven churches of Asia as having “to carve out a new identity in relationship 

to existing Graeco-Roman and Jewish communities within their cities.” He suggests 

this identity was one which was distinctive from the surrounding communities, and 

founded in the Hebrew Scriptures. He then applies this to churches today. 

After this, we have a general article section. The first continues within the realm 

of New Testament Scholarship, with “Now You Believe”: The Faith of the Disciples in 

John 16:30–33”, by Chris Seglenieks, in which he argues for a more positive view of 

the disciples’ confession of faith and Jesus’ response to that confession.  

The final two articles sit within the area of theology, though different sections 

of it. From Margaret Campbell, “Creation Ex Amore: LaCugna’s Reflections on the 

God-World Relationship in the Light of Tanner’s Radical Interpretation of Divine 

Transcendence”. This article brings Catherine LaCugna and Kathryn Tanner into 

conversation, to discuss divine transcendence in LaCugna. 

We finish the articles with Neil Darragh on ecotheology and violence in  

“Ecotheology and Politics for Peace: How does ecotheology deal with violence?”. 

This piece also involves two parties being brought into conversation, in this case 

peace theologies and ecotheology. In doing so, he broadens out the ecotheology 
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conversation, which has often focussed on creation. Instead, he notes the “multiplicity 

of moral attitudes required for living in the planet”. 

As usual, the book review section has been curated by Book Review and 

Associate Editor John McDowell. These cover a wide variety of books, covering 

biblical studies, church history and systematic theology.

I started this editorial by speaking of the 2017 ANZATS conference. The next 

issue will contain papers from ANZATS 2018, theme of Atonement. The issue finishes 

(on its back cover!) with a promotion of the upcoming ANZATS 2019 conference in 

Auckland, on Missional theology. An attractive topic in an attractive location – I hope 

to see you there.

Megan Powell du Toit

Editor


